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CURRICULUM VITAE 

A. Personal Information: 

 Ricky N. Bluthenthal, Ph.D.   
 Institute for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention 

Research 
Division of Health Behavior Research 
Department of Preventive Medicine  
Keck School of Medicine 
University of Southern California 
Soto Street Building – SSB, Room 302R 
2001 N. Soto Street, MC 9239 
Los Angeles, CA 90033 

Business Phone (323) 442-8236 
Business Fax (323) 442-8201 
Place of Birth Los Angeles, California 
Date of Birth March 06, 1965 
Citizenship United States 
E-Mail Addresses rbluthen@usc.edu 
Languages English 
Gender Male 
Marital Status Married (Nancy Berglass) 
Number of Children 2 (Maya R. Bluthenthal; Cleo S. Bluthenthal) 

B. Education: 

High School Bishop Amat Memorial High School, La Puente, 
California, 1982 

College or University University of California, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, 
California, BA (History and Sociology), 1986 

Graduate School University of California Berkeley, Berkeley, California, 
MA (Sociology), 1990 

University of California Berkeley, Berkeley, California, 
Ph.D. (Sociology), 1998 

Medical School None 

Honors and Awards 
 
Distinguished Scientific Contributions to Public       

Interest. Society of Addiction Psychology 
(Division 50), American Psychological 
Association. 2018. 

Excellence in Abstract Submission among All 
Presenters Award. “Factors associated with 
refusing to initiate others into injection drug 
use: A mixed method study with people who 

mailto:rbluthen@usc.edu
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inject drugs in Los Angeles and San Francisco, 
CA, USA, 2011-13.” HIV/AIDS Section. 
American Public Health Association Annual 
meeting. November 2017. 

Outstanding Reviewer (Top 10%), American Journal 
of Preventive Medicine, March 2015. 

Outstanding Reviewer (Top 10%), International 
Journal of Drug Policy, November 2014. 

An Outstanding Reviewer (Top 5%), Drug and 
Alcohol Dependence, 2010, June 2014. 

Founders Award. HIV Education Prevention Project 
of Alameda County. Oakland, California. 
November 2012. 

Top Ten Cited Article 2006-2008, International 
Journal of Drug Policy. For Coverage of HIV 
prevention programmes for injection drug 
users: Confusions, aspirations, definitions and 
ways forward. International Journal of Drug 
Policy. 2007; 18:92-98.  

Article of the Month International Harm Reduction 
Association. Sterile syringe access conditions 
and variations in HIV risk among drug injectors 
in three cities. Addiction. 2004;99(9):1136-46.  
November 2005 on the website of the 
(www.ihra.net).  

Junior Scholar Award, Drinking and Drugs Division, 
Society for the Study of Social Problems, 2004. 

President’s Award, RAND Corporation, 2004. 
A&PS Outstanding Performance Award, School of 
Medicine, UC San Francisco, 1994-95. 
Louise Patterson Academic Achievement Award, 
UC Berkeley, 1990-1995. 
Fellow, Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship 
Program, 1989-1992. 
Honorable Mention, NSF Minority Graduate 
Fellowship Program, 1989. 
Graduate Research Trainee, Institute for the Study of 
Social Change, UC Berkeley, 1988. 
Alternate, 1986-1987 State Senate Fellow program, 
California Legislature, Sacramento. 1986. 
Honors in the Major, Sociology, UC Santa Cruz, June 
1986. 
Merrill College Service Award, UC Santa Cruz, June 
1986. 
Fellow, Sloan Foundation Minority Public Policy 
Program, UC Berkeley, 1985. 
Christian Service Leadership Award, Bishop Amat 
High School, La Puente, CA, June 1982. 

http://www.ihra.net/
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C. Professional Background: 

Academic Appointments 
 
Professor of Preventive Medicine, Clinical Scholar, Health Behavior Division, 

Institute for Prevention Research and Health Promotion, Keck School of 
Medicine, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California. 
December 2012 to present. 

Visiting Professor, Department of Preventive Medicine, Health Behavior Division, 
Institute for Prevention Research and Health Promotion, Keck School of 
Medicine, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California, July 
2010 to December 2012. 

Senior Social Scientist (Associate - 1998 to 2001; Full - 2002 to 2004, Senior - 
2005 to 2010), RAND Corporation, Health Program, Santa Monica, CA, 1998-
2010. 

Professor (with tenure), Sociology Department, California State University 
Dominguez Hills, Carson, CA, 2006-2010. 

Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior, Charles R. 
Drew University of Medicine and Science, Los Angeles, CA, 1998-2005. 

Associate Specialist, Department of Family and Community Medicine, University 
of California San Francisco, San Francisco, CA, 1996-1998. 

Specific Teaching Responsibilities 
 
Preventive Medicine 538: Program Evaluation. Department of Preventive 

Medicine, University of Sourthern California, Fall 2013-18. 
Preventive Medicine 587: Qualitative Research Methods in Public Health. 

Department of Preventive Medicine, University of Sourthern California, Spring 
2013, 2015, 2017. 

Health Promotion 200: Introduction to Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, 
Health Promotion Department, University of Southern California, Spring 2011 
& 2012; Fall 2012-17. 

Sociology 302/502: Workshop in Social Research, Sociology Department, 
California State University Dominguez Hills, Spring 2006-09. 

Sociology 305: Sociological Research Methods, Sociology Department, 
California State University Dominguez Hills, Fall 2006-2008. 

Sociology and Policy Research, Pardee RAND Graduate School, Summer 2002; 
Fall 2005. 

Specific Administrative Responsibilities 
 
Dean (Interim), Graduate Studies and Research, Academic Affairs Division, 

California State University Dominguez Hills, Carson, CA, 2009-2010 
Chair (Interim), Sociology Department, California State University Dominguez 

Hills, Carson, CA, 2009 
Director, Urban Community Research Center, California State University 

Dominguez Hills, Carson, CA, 2006-2010 
Core Director, Drew/UCLA Project Export Center. (PI: Keith Norris, NCMHD). 

2002-2007. 
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Core Director, Drew Center for AIDS Research, Education, and Services. (PI: 
Eric Bing, UARP/CHRP). 2000-2005. 

Associate Core Director, Center for HIV Prevention, Treatment, and Services. 
(PI: Mary Jane Rotheram, NIMH). 1998-2000. 

 
Students 
 
Early career 

Tyler Mason, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Preventive Medicine, Keck School 
of Medicine. University of Southern California. 2017 to present. 

Jill Johnston, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Preventive Medicine, Keck School 
of Medicine. University of Southern California. 2017 to present. 

Matthew Fitzpatrick, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Preventive Medicine, Keck 
School of Medicine. University of Southern California. 2015 to present. 

Annie Nguyen, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Family Medicine, Keck School of 
Medicine, University of Southern California. 2015 to present. 

Joel Milam, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Research, Department of Preventive Medicine, 
Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California. 2014 to present. 

Mellissa Withers Ph.D., Ph.D., Assistant Clinical Professor, Department of Preventive 
Medicine, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California. 2014 to present. 

Olga Solomon, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Occupational Science and Occupational 
Therapy, University of Southern California, 2012 to 2017. 

Carl Sneed, Ph.D., Associate Professor, California State University Dominguez Hills, 
Minority AIDS Research Initiative, CDC. 2008 to 2010. 

Nina Harawa, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Charles Drew University. CDC. 2009 to 2013. 
E. Maxwell Davis, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, California State University East Bay & 

formerly doctoral candidate School of Social Work, University of Southern California. 
Health Disparities Scholars: National Institutes of Health. 2008 to 2012. 
 
Postdoctoral 

 
Leah Stein, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Fellow, School of Occupational Therapy, University of 

Southern California. 2014 to 2017. 
James Thing, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Fellow, USC, 2011 to 2014. 
Jessica A. Fehringer, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Fellow, USC, 2011. 
Karla Wagner, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Fellow, UC San Diego. 2009 to 2010. 
Keith Heinzerling, M.D., Assistant Clinical Professor, UCLA Department of Family Medicine, 

RWJ Clinical Scholars Program, UCLA & Health Disparities Scholars: National Institutes 
of Health. 2003-05. 

Keisha Paxton, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Psychology Department, California State 
University Dominguez Hills, Health Disparities Scholars: National Institutes of Health & 
Postdoctoral Fellowship, UCLA Research Training on Service Systems for Persons with 
AIDS Fellowship. 2003-05. 

Sheba George, Charles Drew University. Postdoctoral Fellowship, UCLA Research Training 
on Service Systems for Persons with AIDS Fellowship. 2002-04. 

Didra BrownTaylor, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Charles Drew 
University. Health Disparities Scholars: National Institutes of Health. 2001-02. 
 
Doctoral 
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Christian Cerrado, “Evaluating user engagement in a smoking cessation mobile app.” Health 

Behavior Research, Keck School of Medicine, USC. 2016 to present. Dissertation 
committee member. 

Tasha Perdue, “Two weeks down here is like a year: Applying a modified social ecological 
model to contextualize opiate use risk behaviors, and adverse outcomes in Skid 
Row, Los Angeles”. School of Social Work, USC. 2016 to present. Dissertation 
committee member. 

Jaih Craddock, “Individual-level and social network-level associations on HIV prevention 
methods among young Black women aged 18 to 24.” School of Social Work, USC 
2015 to present. Dissertation committee member. 

Stephanie Raye Dyal, “Adolescent social networks, smoking and loneliness.” Health 
Behavior Research, Keck School of Medicine, USC. 2013 to 2016. Dissertation 
committee. 

Derek Dangerfield. “Sexual positioning practices and sexual risk among Black men who 
have sex with men.” Health Behavior Research, Keck School of Medicine, USC. 
2013 to 2017. Dissertation committee chair. 

Michael Li, MPH. “Applications of mindfulness toward promoting psychosocial health in 
diverse communities.” Health Behavior Research, Keck School of Medicine, USC. 
2013 to 2017. Dissertation committee chair. 

Daniel Chu, MPH. “Trajectories of illicit drug use behaviors.” Health Behavior Research, 
Keck School of Medicine, USC. 2011 to present. Dissertation committee chair. 

Eleanor Tate, “Effects of Parent Stress on Weight-related Parenting Practices and Child 
Obesity Risk” Health Behavior Research, Keck School of Medicine, USC. August 
2015. Dissertation committee member. 

Daniel Werb, “Injection career trajectories among illicit drug users in Vancouver, Canada.” 
Population and Public Health Graduate Program. The University of British Columbia. 
May 2013. External reviewer. 

Casey Durand, “Examining the effects of intrapersonal factors and the social and build 
environment on physical activity in adults and children: A latent variable approach.” 
Health Behavior Research, Keck School of Medicine, USC. June 2012. Dissertation 
committee member. 

William Smalls, Dissertation entitled “Injection Settings and Drug-related Harm in 
Vancouver, Canada.” Interdisciplinary Studies Graduate Program. The University of 
British Columbia. April 2010. External reviewer. 

Angela Hawken. “The Economics of Alternative Sentencing: Assessing the Substance 
Abuse and Crime Prevention Act.” Pardee RAND Graduate School, RAND 
Corporation. 2006. Dissertation committee member. 

Alexis Martinez. “Criminalizing the drug user: Arrests, HIV risk, and implications for public 
health and sociology. Sociology Department. UC San Francisco. 2005. Dissertation 
committee member. 

Jerry O. Jacobson, “Neighborhood Effects on Substance Abuse Treatment Outcomes: 
Implications for NIMBY Disputes and Client Placement Decisions.”  Pardee RAND 
Graduate School, RAND Corporation. 2004. Dissertation committee member. 

 
Medical Students 
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Johnthan Zhao. Correlates of non-medical use of methadone among people who inject 
drugs. Required Scholorly Project, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern 
California. June 2017 to present. 

Shona Lamb. Correlates of providing assisted injections among people who inject drugs. 
Required Scholorly Project, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern 
California. Jan. 2015 to present. 

Rebecca Simon-Freeman. Law enforcement as a force of public health: A mixed method 
analysis of the association between law enforcement encounters and syringe sharing 
among IDUs on Skid Row. Required Scholorly Project, Keck School of Medicine, 
University of Southern California. June 2012. 

 
Masters 
 

Veldafern Boykin McElroy. “The historical, environmental, familial and socio-economic 
conditions that hinder black males from obtaining a college degree.” Sociology 
Department. California State University Dominguez Hills. 2009. Thesis committee 
member 

 
 Undergraduate 
 
Luis Maldonaldo. USC. McNair Scholar and Provost’s Research Fellowship recipient. 2011-

13. 

D. Society Memberships: 

Professional 
American Public Health Association, 1997 to present. 
American Sociological Association, 1993 to present. 
College on Problems of Drug Dependence, 2013 to present. 
American Psychological Association Division 50, Society on Addiction 

Psychology, 2018 to present. 
Pacific Sociological Association, 2007 to 2010. 
Research Society on Alcoholism, 1999 to 2010 
Society for the Study of Social Problems, 1998 to 2010. 

E. Service: 

Professional Organizations 
National/International 

Member, Distinguished Career for the Practice of Sociology Award Selection 
Committee, American Sociological Association. 2010-2012. 

Member, Science Committee, National Harm Reduction Conference, 2008-2010. 
Member, International Programme Advisory Group, International Conference on 

the Reduction of Drug Related Harm. 2005-2008. 
Member, Minority Scholarship Award Committee, Society for the Study of Social 

Problems, 2001. 
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Local 
Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Health Disparaties Research Core, Center 

for AIDS Research, UCLA. 2016 to present. 
Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Tobacco-Related Disease Research 

Program, University of California, Office of the President. September 2015 to 
present. 

Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Bienestar Human Services, 2012 to the 
present. 

Member, Program Committee, Pacific Sociological Association Annual Meeting. 
2009. 

Member, California HIV/AIDS Research Program Advisory Council (formerly 
Universitywide AIDS Research Program). University of California Office of the 
President. 2007 to 2008. 

University/Other Committees 
 
USC 

Reviewer, Dean’s Pilot Funding Research Program, Keck School of Medicine. 
2017. 

Pilot Funding Executive Advisory Committee Member. Southern California CTSI. 
2017-18. 

Appointment and Promotion Committee, Department of Preventive Medicine, 
Keck School of Medicine, 2017-18. 

University Research Committee, USC Academic Senate, 2016-18. Chair, 2017-
18. 

Member, Research in Diverse Populations (RDP) Working Group (WG).  
California CTSA Education Consortium.  June 2015 to present. 

Reviewer, External Proposal Review Clinics, The Graduate School, University of 
Southern Calfornia, Oct. 2015. 

Mentor, INTD 500: Responsible Conduct of Research, Keck School of Medicine 
(KSOM), USC, June 13-17, 2011; July 23 to 27, 2012; June 24-29, 2013, 
August 3-7, 2015. 

Voting Member, Institutional Review Board #2, KSOM, USC, April 2015 to 
present (Alternate member July 2011 to March 2015).  

Reviewer, Baxter Foundation Faculty Fellows Program. Keck School of Medicine, 
2015. 

Member, Clinical Research Faculty Advisory Committee, 2014 to 2016. 

Panelist/Facilitator. Short course – Research in Diverse Urban Populations. 
Southern California-Clinical and Translational Science Institute (SC-CTSI). 
June 21, 2013. 
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Chair/Co-Chair, Community and Patient Outcomes Combined Review of Pilot 
Proposals, Southern California-Clinical and Translational Science Institute 
(SC-CTSI). Spring and Fall 2012, Fall & Spring 2013, Spring 2014, Fall 2016, 
Spring 2017. 

Workshop participant. SC CTSI Workshop on Research in Diverse Urban 
Populations. March 16, 2012. 

 
RAND Corporation 
Regular Member, Human Subjects Protection Committee, RAND Corporation, 

Santa Monica, CA. (Alternate Member 2001 to 2004). 2001 to 2010.  
Member, Goldhamer Award Committee (outstanding doctoral recipient), Pardee 

RAND Graduate School, RAND Corporation. 2004. 
Member, Admission Committee, Pardee RAND Graduate School. RAND 

Corporation. 2004. 
 
CSUDH 
Member, Social Science Research and Instructional Center Committee, CSU 

wide, 2007-10 
Ex-Officio Member, University Curriculum Committee, CSUDH, 2009-2010 
Ex-Officio Member, Program Review Panel, CSUDH, 2009-2010 
Ex-Officio Member, Graduate Council, CSUDH, 2009-2010 
Ex-Officio Member, Academic Senate, CSUDH, 2009-10 
Member, Academic Affairs Council, CSUDH,2009-10 
Member, African American and Latino Males Success Taskforce, CSUDH, 2009-

10 
Member, Post-Promotion Review Appeals Committee, CSUDH, 2008-2009 
Member, Provost Search Committee, CSUDH, 2007-08 
Member, College of Natural and Behavioral Sciences Advisory Council, CSUDH, 

2007-09 
Member, Tenure and Promotion Committee, College of Natural and Behavioral 

Sciences, CSUDH, 2006-07  
Member, Tenure and Promotion Committee, Sociology Department, CSUDH, 

2008-09 
Member, Post-Promotion Review Committee, Sociology Department, CSUDH, 

2007-08 
Member, Program Assessment Committee, Sociology Department, CSUDH, 

2006-09 
Member, Research and Grants Committee, Sociology Department, CSUDH, 

2006-07 

Government Activities 
Member, Subpart A Subcommittee, Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Human 

Research Protections (SACHRP), Department of Health and Human 
Services. 2007-2008 
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The Marcy Speer Outstanding CSR Reviewer Award, Center for Scientific 
Review (CSR), NIH. August 2011. 

NIH Study Section Chair 
Chair, Health Disparities and Equity Promotion Study Section, NIH. February 

2011 to June 2014. 
Chair, Phased Services Research Studies of Drug Use Prevention, Addiction, 

Treatment, and HIV (R21/R33), NIH/NIDA. October 2012. 

NIH, NSF, and CDC Study Sections 
Standing Member. Behavioral and Social Science Approaches to Preventing 

HIV/AIDS Study Section. June 2016 to July 2018. 
Member. National Center for HIV, STD, and TB Prevention Special Emphasis 

Panel – ZPS1 GCA(21)R. May 2015. 
Ad hoc Member. AIDS and AIDS Related Research – ZRG1 AARR-F. March 

2015. 
Member. NIDA Avant-Garde Award Program for HIV/AIDS Research – ZDA1 

GXM-A(63) – Phase 1. September 2014. 
Member. State and Local Epidemiology Planning and Information Development, 

N01DA-12—5570. NIH/NIDA. April 2012. 
Member. HIV/AIDS Implementation Science Targeting Drug Using Populations: 

PEPFAR (R01). NIH/NIDA. November 2011. 
Member. Dissemination and Implementation Research in Health: Overflow 

Applications, ZRG DIRH-J. NIH. February 2011. 
Ad hoc member, Community Influences on Health Behavior Study Section, 

Center for Scientific Review, NIH. February, June 2010. 
Ad hoc member. Community Networks Program (U54) Review, Division of 

Extramural Activities, National Cancer Institute, April 2010. 
Member. Substance Use and Abuse among U.S. Military Personnel, Veterans, 

and their Families. NIDA/NIAAA/Veterans Administration. March 2010. 
Member. Disease, Disability, and Injury Prevention and Control Special 

Emphasis Panel (R36 – Public Health Dissertation Research Panel), Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. December 2009. 

Member. Behavioral and Social Science Approaches to Preventing HIV/AIDS – 
Competitive Supplement Review. CSR, NIH. July 2009. 

Member. Special Emphasis Panel – Unintentional Poisoning From Prescription 
Drug Overdoses in Adults, National Center on Injury Prevention and Control, 
CDC. April 2009. 

Member. Avant Garde Awards. NIDA, NIH. March 2009. 
Ad hoc member. Risk, Prevention and Intervention for Addictions (RPIA) Study 

Section, CSR, NIH February and June, 2008. 
Member. Special Emphasis Panel – Elimination of Health Disparities through 

Translation Research. CDC. 2008. 
Ad hoc member. Center for Scientific Review, Special Emphasis Panel – Health 

of the Population, NIH 2007. 
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Member. Rapid Assessment Post Impact of Disaster. National Institute on Mental 
Health 2005. 

Standing Member. Community Influences on Health Behavior (formerly 
Community-Level Health Promotion) Study Section, CSR, NIH. 2001-2006. 

Ad hoc Member. Special Emphasis Panel (AIDS): AARR-7 01 S, CSR, NIH. 
2000. 

Foundation and other governmental grant reviews 
North American Syringe Exchange Network Annual Funding Cycle. 2001-10. 
Tides Foundation, Syringe Access Fund. 2007. 
Behavioral Science Seed Grant Applications, UCLA AIDS Institute 2005; 2008. 
Tides Foundation, Fund for Drug Policy reform’s 2002 Target Area 

Subcommittee. 2002-03. 
LA County Office of AIDS Program and Policy, HIV prevention proposals. 2000. 
LA County Alcohol and Drug Program, Adolescent Drug Treatment (Non-

residential). 2000. 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Substance Abuse Policy Research Program, 

1998-2002. 
Soros Harm Reduction Fellowship, The Lindesmith Center. 1998. 
The Tides Foundation, George Williams Needle Exchange Fund. 1997-1998. 
Alaska Science & Technology Foundation. 1996. 
Santa Cruz County HIV Services Consortium. 1996. 

Journal Reviews 
 
Editorial Board, International Journal of Drug Policy, January 2012 to present. 
Editorial Board, Drug and Alcohol Dependence, September 2017 to present. 

 
Addiction (2002, 2005-09, 2011-15, 2017); Addiction Research and Theory (2005, 2015); 
AIDS Care (2005); AIDScience.com (2001); AIDS and Behavior (2000, 2006-07, 2009, 
2011-14, 2016); AIDS Care Journal (2005); AIDS Education and Prevention 
(2009);Alcoholism: Clinical and Experimental Research (2008-09); American Journal of Drug 
and Alcohol Abuse (2010); American Journal of Epidemiology (2015); American Journal of 
Public Health (1999-2003, 2005-12, 2016, 2018); American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
(2002, 2007, 2014-15); Annals of Epidemiology (2004); Archives of General Psychiatry 
(2007); BioMed Central (BMC) Public Health (2007-09, 2014-15); Canadian Medical 
Association Journal (2003-04, 2006, 2010); Chronic Illness (2006); Cultural Diversity and 
Ethnic Minority Psychology (2010-11); Drug and Alcohol Dependence (1998-1999, 2001-03, 
2005-08, 2010-18); Drug and Alcohol Review (2014-16); Drugs: Education, Prevention, and 
Policy (2014); Ethnicity & Disease (2016); Evaluation & the Health Professions (2015); 
Evaluation and Program Planning (2008); Expert Review of Anti-infective Therapy (2003); 
Harm Reduction Journal (2006, 2008-09, 2013-17); Health Policy (2014); Health Services 
Research Journal (2003); Health & Place (2011); Human Organization (2003, 2006); 
International AIDS Society Journal (2011); International Journal of Drug Policy (2004-05, 
2007-18); Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes (1999, 2000, 2002-03, 2005-
06, 2008-09, 2017-18); Journal of Adolescent Health (2008); Journal of Behavioral Medicine 
(2008, 2010, 2015); Journal of Drug Issues (2000); Journal of Health Care for the Poor and 
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Underserved (2010, 2012, 2015); Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law (2002);Journal 
of Infectious Diseases (2011); Journal of Psychoactive Drugs (2017-18); Journal of Public 
Health (2017); Journal of Religion and Health (2016); Journal of Studies on Alcohol and 
Drugs (2009); Journal of the American Medical Association (1999, 2002-05, 2007, 2010); 
Journal of the American Pharmacists Association (2009-11, 2017); Journal of the 
International AIDS Society (2009, 2016); Journal of Urban Health (2000-03, 2005-10, 2015-
18); Journal on Substance Abuse Treatment (2004, 2017); Justice Research and Policy 
(2005); Lancet HIV (2015); Lancet Infectious Diseases (2012); Medical Anthropology (1997); 
Progress in Community Health Partnership: Research, Education, and Action (2007, 2016, 
2018); Qualitative Health Research (2010-11); Sexually Transmitted Diseases (2017); Social 
Problems (1999, 2002); Social Science and Medicine (2008-09, 2011-13, 2015-16, 2018); 
Sociological Quarterly (2010); Substance Abuse Treatment, Prevention, and Policy (2006, 
2008, 2015, 2017); Substance Use & Misuse (2009, 2015-16); The American Journal on 
Addictions (2015); Urban Geography (2014-15). 

External Faculty Reviews 
 
Promotion Review, Department of Population and Public Health Sciences, Boonshoft 

School of Medicine, Wright State University. 2018. 
Appointment Review, Department of Medicine, School of Medicine, University of 

California, San Diego. 2018. 
Tenure and Promotion Review, Department of Medicine, School of Medicine, Case 

Western Reserve University. 2017. 
Tenure and Promotion Review, Department of Epidemiology, School of Public Health, 

Brown University. 2017. 
Promotion Review, Department of Epidemiology and Public Health, School of Public 

Health, School of Medicine, Yale University. 2017. 
Tenure Review, Department of Biomedical and Health Informatics, School of Medicine, 

University of Missouri-Kansas City. 2016. 
Tenure Review, Department of International Health, School of Nursing and Health 

Studies, Georgetown University, 2015. 
Appointment Review, Department of Medicine, School of Medicine, University of 

California, San Diego. 2015. 
Promotion Review, Department of Behavioral Sciences and Health Education, Rollins 

School of Public Health, Emory University. 2015. 
Promotion Review, Department of Community Health and Prevention, School of Public 

Health, Drexel University. 2014. 
Appointment Review, Department of Internal Medicine and Health Services Research, 

David Geffen School of Medicine, University of California Los Angeles. 2014. 
Promotion Review, Department of Anthropology, History, and Social Science, University 

of California San Francisco. 2013. 
Tenure Review, Department of Epidemiology, School of Public Health, Columbia 

University. 2013. 
Promotion Review, Division of Epidemiology and Community Health, School of Public 

Health, University of Minnesota, 2013 
Promotion and Tenure Review, Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, School of 

Public Health, University of Illinois at Chicago, 2012. 
Tenure Review, Social and Behavioral Health Department, School of Medicine, Virginia 

Commonwealth University, 2012. 
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Promotion Review, Sociology Department, San Francisco State University, 2012. 
Appointment Review, School of Medicine, University of California San Diego, 2012. 
Promotion Review, School of Medicine, University of California San Diego, 2012 
Promotion Review, College of Medicine, Charles Drew University of Medicine and 

Science, & Department of Internal Medicine UCLA David Geffen School of Medicine, 
2012. 

Promotion Review, Department of Medicine, University of British Columbia, 2011 
Promotion Review, Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior, Charles Drew 

University of Medicine and Science, 2011. 
Promotion Review, College of Medicine, Charles Drew University of Medicine and 

Science; Department of Internal Medicine, UCLA David Geffen School of Medicine, 
2011 

Appointment Review, Department of Medicine, University of California San Diego, 2010 
Series Change, Department of Medicine, University of California San Diego. 2010 
Promotion Review, Department of Medicine, University of British Columbia, 2009 
Promotion Review, Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, School of Public 

Health, University of Illinois at Chicago, 2009 
Nominee Review, Life Sciences Institute Emerging Scientist Award, Charles Drew 

University of Medicine and Science, 2009 
Promotion Review, Department of Pediatrics, Keck School of Medicine, University of 

Southern California, 2008 
Appointment Review, Life Sciences Institute, Charles Drew University, 2008. 
Appointment Review, Department of Internal Medicine, UCLA David Geffen School of 

Medicine, 2007 

Community Service 
 

Trustee, UC Santa Cruz Foundation Board. Santa Cruz, CA. 2012 to 2017. 
Advisory Board Member, Los Angeles Community Health Outreach Project. Los 

Angeles, CA. 2010 to present 
Advisory Board Member, North American Syringe Exchange Network. Tacoma, WA. 

2000 to 2010. 
Member, Los Angeles County HIV Prevention Planning Committee. Office on AIDS 

Program and Policy. Los Angeles Health Department. Los Angeles, CA.  2000-02. 
Member, Los Angeles County Needle Exchange Implementation Work Group. Los 

Angeles County Health Department. Los Angeles, CA. 2000-01. 
Member, Evaluation Sub-committee, Los Angeles County HIV Prevention Planning 

Committee. Office on AIDS Program and Policy. Los Angeles Health Department Los 
Angeles, CA.  1999-2000. 

Board of Directors, Common Ground (formerly Santa Monica AIDS Project), Santa 
Monica, CA. 1999-2000. 

Member, Los Angeles County Second District HIV Community Coalition, Los Angeles 
County Supervisors. Los Angeles, CA. 1998-99. 

Member, National Coalition to Save Lives! Harm Reduction Coalition & Latino 
Commission on AIDS, New York, NY. 1997-1998. 

Member, San Francisco Harm Reduction Council. Convener: San Francisco District 
Attorney Terrance Hallinan, San Francisco, CA. 1996-97. 

Member, HIV Prevention Planning Council of Alameda County, Alameda County Health 
Department, 1995-97. 
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Founding member, Board of Directors, Harm Reduction Coalition, Oakland, CA. 1994 to 
2004. 
Treasurer, 1994-97. 

Founding Member, Board of Directors, HIV Prevention and Education Project of 
Alameda County, 1994-98.    
President of the Board, 1994-98. 

Member, Alameda County Exchange, Oakland, CA., 1992-98. 

Consultantships 
 

Consultant, Beth Israel Medical Center, Chemical Dependency Unit, New York, NY. 
2011-12. 

 
Consultant, Syringe Services Programs (SSPs). Division of HIV/AIDS Programs, 

CDC. Atlanta, GA. August 2010. 
 
Chair, Social institutions and social structures workgroup. Office on AIDS Research 

Social and Behavioral Research Think Tank, Washington, D.C., September 26-
28, 2010. 

 
Consultant, RTI International, Urban Health Program, San Francisco, CA. 2009-2013 
 
Consultant, LA Community Health Outreach Program (formerly Clean Needles Now), 
Los Angeles, CA. 2010-2015. 
 
External reviewer. Division of HIV/AIDS Programs, CDC. Atlanta, GA. 2009. 
 
Expert. New York City Health Commissioner, New York, NY. 2009. 
 
Consultant. Research Consultation to Address Intervention Strategies for HIV/AIDS 

Prevention with African Americans. CDC. Atlanta, GA. 2007. 

F. Research Activities: 

Major Areas of Research Interest 
HIV epidemiology and prevention for injection drug users and gay men 
Community influences on health behaviors and risk 
Drug use epidemiology  
Health disparities 
Community-based participatory research methods 
Qualitative and mixed method research designs 
 

Proposals Under Review and/or Development (last 12 months) 
 
Cannabis use and health outcomes among opioid-using people who inject drugs 
in the context of cannabis legalization. (MPI: Bluthenthal/Corsi), RO1 to NIDA. 
Impact Score=14; Percentile=1.0. (Pending Council meeting 9/2018). 
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Adaptation of “Sniffer” intervention for black tar heroin and methamphetamine 
users (PI: Bluthenthal), R34, under development. 

Research Grants as PI       Total           FDC 
1. Preventing injection initiation: The Change the Cycle 

randomized controlled trial. Grant #R01DA038965. 
(Principal Investigator [PI]: Bluthenthal [contact]/Kral). 
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA).  August 2015 
to June 2019. 

$2,965,014 $2,383,737 

2. Partners for Strong, Healthy Families (PSHF). Grant 
#1R24MD007978. (PI: Bluthenthal[contact] /Baezconde-
Garbanati/Galvan). National Institute on Minority Health 
and Health Disparities (NIMHD). August 2013 to March 
2018. 

$1,315,557 $1,020,705 

3. Exploratory research on late initiates to injection drug 
use. Grant#1R01DA027689. (PI: Bluthenthal/Kral). 
NIDA. September 2010 to August 2015.  

$1,706,200 $1,132,000 

4. Understanding the effects of land-use regulation on the 
built environment and crime. (Subcontract PI: 
Bluthenthal; PI: James M. Anderson, RAND 
Corporation). Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Public 
Health Law Research Program. January 2010 to May 
2012.  

$386,349  

5. International feasibility study of pharmacy-based HIV 
prevention: San Francisco. Grant#R21DA024966 (Sub-
contract PI: Bluthenthal; PI: Alex H. Kral, RTI). NIDA. 
January 2009 to December 2011. FDC 

$275,000  

6. The HJ MILE HIV Prevention Intervention for Post-
incarcerated Bisexual African American Men. Grant 
#1UR6PS0001098 (PI: Bluthenthal). Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). September 
2008 to September 2013. 

$1,326,000 $925,000 

7. Tamar House Residential Treatment Evaluation. 
(Subcontract PI: Bluthenthal; PI: Kathryn Icehower) 
SAMHSA, Shields for Families. July 2007 to June 2010. 

$300,000  

8. The Impact of Business Improvement Districts on Youth 
Violence. Grant #1U49CE000773. (PI: MacDonald 
[contact]/Bluthenthal). CDC October 2005 to September 
2010. 

$2,280,461 $1,801,139 

9. Syringe exchange program evaluation. no grant #, (PI: 
Bluthenthal) Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health, 2007-09. 

$50,000  

10 Evaluation of syringe exchange services, no grant #, (PI: 
Bluthenthal), Office on AIDS, City of Los Angeles, 2007-
09 

$21,622  

11. The influence of pharmacy-based syringe disposal on 
unsafe syringe discard among injection drug users in 

$450,000  
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California, Grant #06-55589, (PI: Bluthenthal), California 
State Department of Public Health, 2006-09 

12. Evaluation of Harm Reduction Coalition Technical 
Assistance to Syringe Exchange Programs, no grant #, 
(PI: Bluthenthal), Harm Reduction Coalition/ California 
Department of Public Health, 2006-09 

$55,000  

13. Evaluation of SB1159 implementation in Los Angeles 
County, no grant #, (PI: Bluthenthal) Drug Policy 
Alliance, 2006-09 

$39,000  

14. Understanding outcome disparities in alcohol treatment, 
Grant#R21 AA013813, (Co-Investigator/PI: Bluthenthal) 
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
(NIAAA), 2003-06 

$429,000 $300,000 

15. GIS, Alcohol Marketing, and Alcohol-Related 
Outcomes.Grant #R01AA013749, (Subcontract PI: 
Bluthenthal; PI: Cohen at the RAND Corporation) NIAAA 
2003-06. 

$339,117 $234,977 

16. Community context, SEP operations, & HIV risk among 
IDUs, Grant #R01 DA014210, (PI: Bluthenthal), NIDA, 
September 2002 to August 2007. 

$3,347,421 $2,655,722 

17. Targeted HIV prevention and expansion. No grant # 
(Subcontract PI: Bluthenthal), Shields for 
Families/SAMHSA, September 2002 to August 2007 

$375,000  

18. Malt beverage use & outcomes in a minority community, 
Grant#R21 AA013534, (PI: Bluthenthal), NIAAA, 2001-
04 

$286,000 $200,000 

19. HIV impacts of local legislation of SEPs in California, 
Grant#R06/CCR918667, (PI: Bluthenthal), CDC, 2000-
04 

$750,000 ~$600,000 

20. The impact of treatment on demand on injection drug 
users in the San Francisco Bay Area, no grant #, (Co-PI: 
Bluthenthal), RWJF, 1998-2001 

$400,000  

21. Diffusion of benefit through syringe exchange programs. 
Grant #1PO1MH056826, (Subcontract PI: Bluthenthal), 
Yale University/National Institute on Mental Health, 1997 
to 1999. 

Not 
available 

 

22. Syringe Exchange and HIV Risks in Natural Settings. 
Grant # R01DA009532, (PI: Bluthenthal). NIDA. 1998. 

$550,452  

23. The social impact of withdrawal of disability benefits for 
drug and alcohol addiction, no grant#, (Co-PI: 
Bluthenthal), RWJF, 1997-99 

$400,000  

Other research activities 
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Co-investigator. An ethno-epidemiological study of the implementation and effectiveness of 
an innovative and comprehensive response to the opioid epidemic. (MPI: Ryan McNeil 
(contact), Thomas Kerr, University of British Columbia). July 2017 to April 2022. 
 
Co-investigator. Impact of a novel law-enforcement delivered intervention on drug user 
health. (PI: Peter J. Davidson, University of California San Diego). May 2016 to February 
2021. 
 
Co-investigator. Ethical issues in collaborations between researchers and community 
organizations. (PI: Peter J. Davidson, Ph.D., University of California San Diego). April 2015 
to March 2017. 
 
Co-investigator. Passport to Wellness Intervention for Black MSM. California HIV/AIDS 
Research Program. (PI: Nina Harawa, Ph.D., Charles R. Drew University). March 2014 to 
April 2017. 
 
Vice Chair, Protocols CCTG 594/s – Engagement and Retention in Care for HIV+ Network 
Sampling and CCTG 595/s - Retention and Adherence to PrEP – Network Sampling, 
California Collaborative Treatment Group (CCTG). California HIV/AIDS Research Program. 
(PI: Michael Dube, M.D., University of Southern California). June 2012 to July 2015. 
 
Co-Investigator. Evaluation of the Los Angeles County Substance Abuse Prevention and 
Control Prevention Services Initiative. Los County Department of Public Health. (PI: Luanne 
Rohrbach, University of Southern California). January 2012 to June 2016. 
 
Co-investigator. The impact of terminating a 20-year cohort study among women living with 
HIV.  CTSI-USC. (PI: Joel Milam, Ph.D., University of Southern California). July 2013 to 
June 2014. 
 
Co-Investigator. The Public Health Consortium for HIV Disparities Research. 
Universitywide AIDS Research Program (UARP). (PI: Eric Bing, Charles R. Drew University 
of Medicine and Science). July 2005 to June 2008. 
 
Co-Investigator. Urban Congregations’ Capacity for HIV Prevention & Care. National 
Institute on Child and Human Development (NICHD). (PI: Kathryn Derose, RAND 
Corporation). May 2005 to April 2010. 
 
Co-Investigator. Increasing HIV Testing through a Health-Promotion Focus. Universitywide 
AIDS Research Program. (PI: Frank Galvan, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and 
Science). November 2002 to July 2005. 
 
Core Director. Drew/UCLA Project Export Center. National Center on Minority Health and 
Health Disparities (NCMHD). (PI: Keith Norris, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and 
Science) October 2002 to September 2007. 
 
Investigator. Alcohol outlets, broken windows, gonorrhea and HIV risk. National Institute on 
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD). (PI: Deborah Cohen, RAND Corporation). 
July 2002 to June 2005. 
 



Ricky N. Bluthenthal, Ph.D.    Curriculum Vitae 
USC Department of Preventive Medicine  Page 17 of 49 

Co-Investigator (RAND). Partner-Oriented Drug Treatment & HIV Risk Reduction. National 
Institute on Drug Abuse. (PI: Martin Y. Iguchi, RAND Corporation). September 2001 to 
December 2005. 
 
Co-Investigator. HIV prevention for crystal methamphetamine users. National Institute on 
Drug Abuse (PI: David Kanouse, RAND Corporation). 2000 to 2001. 
 
Co-Investigator & Core Director. Drew Center for AIDS Research, Education, and 
Services. Universitywide AIDS Research Program (UARP). (PI: Eric Bing, Charles R. Drew 
University of Medicine and Science). January 2000 to June 2005. 
 
Co-Investigator.  Los Angeles Adolescent Case Study. Center on Substance Abuse 
Treatment (CSAT). (PI: Andrew Morral, RAND Corporation). December 1999 to April 2005. 
 
Associate Core Director. Center for HIV Prevention, Treatment, and Services. National 
Institute on Mental Health. (PI: Mary Jane Rotheram, UCLA). 1998 to 2000. 

G. Invited Lectures: 

Grand Rounds 
We can prevent HIV among people who inject drugs (PWID), but will we?  

Implementation barriers to evidenced-based prevention for PWID. UCLA 
AIDS Institute/Center for AIDS Research, UCLA. March 6, 2015. 

Other 
 
Homelessness among people who inject drugs. 2018 USC Summit: Ending 

Homelessness in Los Angeles. USC Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of Social 
Work. April 20, 2018. 

The emerging injection drug use crisis: Consequences and prevention options. 
Behavioral and Social Science Department, School of Public Health, Brown 
University. March 2, 2018. 

The opioid addiction crisis: Increasing treatment and de-regulating alternatives.  
36Th Annual Client Workshop. SIT Investment Associates. Dana Point, CA. 
Feb. 17, 2018. 

The impact of the opioid epidemic on drug injection: Evidence and public health 
implications. Population Health Spotlight. Dornsife School of Public Health, 
Drexel University, October 18, 2017. 

Use of stimulants among people who inject drugs: Profile from Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. Stimulant Use: Harm reduction, treatment, and Future 
Directions. Drug Policy Alliance, Los Angeles, CA, September 25, 2017. 

Opioid crisis and changing dynamics in routes of drug administration. 12th Drug 
Abuse Research Symposium, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and 
Science, Los Angeles, CA, September 15, 2017. 

Improving the health of people who inject drugs: Harm reduction approaches. 
Student Choice Speaker. Extreme Affordability Conference, School of 
Medicine, University of Utah, January 21, 2017. 
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Trends in injection drug use, injection initiation, and options for preventing 
injection initiation. CHIPTS cross-core meeting. UCLA, Los Angeles, CA. May 
18, 2015. 

HCV testing and treatment access among people who inject drugs in Los 
Angeles, 2011-13. Hepatitis Advisory Committee. Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health.  Los Angeles, CA. June 10, 2014. 

All policy implementation is local: The need for outreach and case management 
to make the promise of ACA real. High Utilizers and the ACA: New Models for 
Working with Drug Users. LA Community Health Project. Los Angeles, CA, 
April 21, 2014. 

Gangs and generations: Dynamic factors associated with HIV risk among 
injection drug users. Centers for AIDS Research (CFAR), Social and 
Behavioral Sciences Research Network (SBSRN), 7th National Scientific 
Meeting. “Social, Behavioral, and Policy Perspectives on HIV/AIDS: The 
District of Columbia and Beyond.” Washington, D.C., October 23-24, 2013. 

Harm reduction approaches to infectious diseases among injection drug users. 
Department of Infectious Diseases. Keck School of Medicine, University of 
Southern California, Rand/Schrader 5P21 Clinic. Los Angeles, CA, October 
18, 2012. 

Keynote Address. “Social Works Matters,” All School Day at School of Social 
Work, University of Nevada, Reno, March 30, 2012. 

Commencement Address.  Merrill College Graduation Ceremony, University of 
California, Santa Cruz, June 11, 2011. 

Injection-related HIV risk among injection drug users in Los Angeles, 2001 to 
2009.  2010 HIV Data Summit, Los Angeles County Office on AIDS Programs 
and Policy, California Endowment, September 3, 2010. 

A strengths-based approach to HIV prevention for injection drug users: Evidence 
from programs to expand access to sterile syringes. U.S.-Russia Workshop 
on HIV Prevention Science, EECAAC 2009 Meeting, Moscow, Russia, 
October 28-30, 2009. 

Harm reduction and syringe access programs in the City and County of Los 
Angeles. The Los Angeles HIV Research & Community Colloquia. Los 
Angeles, California, October 1, 2009. 

Overview of SEPs in California. Center Point Conference II. Office of AIDS, 
California Department of Public Health. Sacramento, CA, April 25, 2009. 

Research and science supporting effectiveness of syringe exchange programs: 
Ending the ban on federal funding of syringe exchange preventing HIV and 
Hepatitis C in our communities. Congressional Briefing, Rayburn Office 
Building. Washington, D.C., February 18, 2009. 

Effect of Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) on Violent Crime in Los Angeles. 
With John MacDonald. Congressional Briefing. “Reducing Violent Crime at 
Places: The Research Evidence. Center for Evidence-based Crime Policy. 
Senate Russell Building, SR385. Washington, D.C., February 3, 2009. 

Faculty-Student Research and Mentorship Special Focus: McNair Scholars 
Program in the California State University. California State University Board 
of Trustees Meeting. Long Beach, California, November 19, 2008. 
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Policy Implications of Research on Prisoner Health and Risk Behavior – What’s 
Going on Inside and Can Research Change Policy? Health Justice Action 
Conference 2008. Center for Health Justice. Universal City, California. 
August 22, 2008. 

An HIV prevention policy research agenda for injection drug users. With Alex H. 
Kral. Establishing Evidence for Social & Behavioral HIV Prevention. California 
HIV/AIDS Research Program, California State Office of AIDS, & San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation. San Francisco, CA. March 6-7, 2008. 

Harm reduction and syringe exchange programs: A review of the evidence. Los 
Angeles County Bar Association Bioethics Committee. Los Angeles, 
California. November 14, 2007. 

Longitudinal studies on HIV risk among injection drug users: The case of syringe 
exchange programs.” Summer Institute on Longitudinal Research, UCLA 
Center for Advancing Longitudinal Drug Abuse Research and UCLA 
Integrated Substance Abuse Program. Los Angeles, California. August 14, 
2006. 

HIV risk among syringe exchange program participants: Results from the 
California Syringe Exchange Program Study (CalSEP). Symposium on 
Substance Use, HIV and Public Health in California. California DHS Office of 
AIDS, Sacramento, CA, May 18, 2006. 

HIV risk among minority injection drug users. Bridging Science and Culture to 
Improve Drug Abuse Research in Minority Communities. NIDA sponsored 
conference. Atlanta, Georgia, October 24-26, 2005. 

California Syringe Exchange Programs in California: Update from the CALSEP 
Study. The Central Point Conference: Improving Health and HIV Prevention 
among Substance Using Populations. Office of AIDS, California Department 
of Public Health. Sacramento, California, February 26, 2004. 

Impact of Police Practices on the Health of IDUs in the San Francisco Bay Area 
with Alex Kral. Public Health, Research, and Law Enforcement: The Case of 
HIV/AIDS. Yale School of Public Health. New Haven, Connecticut. November 
5, 2003. 

Legalizing syringe exchange programs to improve public health.” RAND Health 
Board of Advisors. RAND Corporation. Washington, D.C. October 30, 2003. 

The impact of legal status on syringe exchange program operations and 
outcomes in California. North-Central California Center for AIDS Research, 
UC Davis. Sacramento, CA. April 23, 2003. 

Syringe Exchange Program Diversity and Correlates of HIV risk and Health 
Outcomes: Preliminary results from the California Syringe Exchange Program 
Study. Office of AIDS, Department of Health Services, State of California. 
Sacramento, CA April 22, 2003. 

Scientific research establishing the relationship between needle laws and the 
rates of HIV/AIDS. Can We Curb the spread of HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis 
among those who inject drugs?: A Public Policy and Science Forum. 
California State Capital, Sacramento, CA. April 12, 2002. 
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Harm Reduction Overview. 5th Annual Conference on AIDS and Violence. 
Students Organized for Medical AIDS Awareness & The USC Violence 
Intervention Program. Keck School of Medicine. University of Southern 
California. Los Angeles, CA. January 9, 2002. 

Social and racial disparities in HIV infection among injection drug users. Bridging 
the Power of Science and Culture to Improve Drug Abuse Research in 
Minority Communities. National Institute on Drug Abuse. Philadelphia, PA, 
September 24-26, 2001. 

Syringe access, syringe replacement, syringe possession: Ongoing challenges to 
combating HIV among injection drug users. The Los Angeles HIV Research & 
Community Colloquia. Office on AIDS Policy and Planning, Los Angeles 
County. Pasadena, California, February 1, 2001. 

Risk Environments, Community Context and Racial Disparities in HIV Infection 
among Injection Drug Users. Yale AIDS Colloquium Series. New Haven, CT., 
October 19, 2000. 

Understanding Racial Disparities in HIV Infections among Injection Drug Users: 
The Role of Neighborhood Context. Sociology Colloquium. UCLA. Los 
Angeles, California, May 19, 2000. 

Rapporteur: Social/Behavioral Sciences. Third Annual Conference on AIDS 
Research in California & Seventeenth Annual Universitywide AIDS Research 
Program Meeting. South San Francisco, California, February 25, 2000. 

Rethinking the War on Drugs: Grassroots and Policy Strategies. Speaking Truth 
To Power, UCLA School of Law, Los Angeles, California. September 25, 
1999. 

Syringe Exchange Programs and HIV Prevention. Advisory Board Briefing, Drug 
Policy Research Center, RAND. Santa Monica, California. June 5, 1999. 

Race, Poverty, and Disease: HIV/AIDS among African American Injection Drug 
Users. Department of Community Health, Portland State University, Portland, 
Oregon. June 1, 1999. 

Public Health vs. Criminalization Policies: Harm Reduction or Zero-Tolerance. 
Los Angeles Citizens’ Fact-Finding Commission on the War on Drugs. 
Institute for Policy Studies, Los Angeles, California. May 22-23, 1999. 

Research on Syringe Exchange Programs in California Summary remarks made 
to the California Assembly Health Committee. Sacramento, California. April 6, 
1999. 

Syringe Exchange Programs, Harm Reduction, and HIV Prevention: 
Accomplishments, Limitations, and Future Prospects.  The Los Angeles HIV 
Research & Community Colloquia. Office on AIDS Policy and Planning, Los 
Angeles County Pasadena, California, February 25, 1999. 

Methadone Maintenance, Needle Exchange and Medical Marijuana. Joint 
Informational Hearing of the Senate Committee on Public Safety, the Senate 
Committee on Health and Human Services, and the Assembly Committee on 
Public Safety. Sacramento, California, February 23, 1999. 

Withdrawing SSI Benefits for Drug and Alcohol Addiction: Preliminary Analyses 
of Economic Effects. with James G. Kahn, Alex H. Kral, and Jennifer Lorvick. 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Substance Abuse Policy Research 
Program. Charleston, South Carolina, December 9-11, 1998. 
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The Impact of Treatment on Demand for Active Injection Drug Users. with Brian 
R. Edlin. Treatment on Demand in San Francisco: Goals, Progress, and 
Evaluation. San Francisco Department of Public Health and the San 
Francisco Foundation. San Francisco, California, April 20, 1998. 

The Social Impact of Withdrawal of SSI Benefits for Drug and Alcohol Addiction: 
Six-Month Follow-up. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Substance Abuse 
Policy Research Program. San Antonio, Texas, December 16-17, 1997. 

Why Needle Exchange is Effective. HIV Prevention Project, San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation, San Francisco, California, July 12, 1997. 

Does Arresting Syringe Exchange Operators Stop Programs from Being 
Successful? with Alex H. Kral. Seventh North American Syringe Exchange 
Conference. San Diego, California, April 24-26, 1997. 

Introduction to Harm Reduction. Community Substance Abuse Services Planning 
Council on “Treatment on Demand”. Department of Public Health. San 
Francisco, California, April 9, 1997.  

Research on Needle Exchange Programs. Research on Approaches to Reducing 
the Consequences of Drug Use. San Francisco Treatment Research Center, 
UCSF. San Francisco, California, January 24, 1997. 

Harm Reduction and Drug Treatment: Contradictory or Complimentary?  First 
Western Regional HIV/AIDS Conference - AIDS is no Laughing Matter: The 
African American Family Faces the Challenge of HIV/AIDS. Oakland, 
California, November 14-16, 1996. 

Suppression and Harm Reduction: SEPs in California. First National Harm 
Reduction Conference. Oakland, California, September 18-21, 1996.  

Harm Reduction in the Black Community: Key Challenges and Effective 
Techniques. Southeastern Harm Reduction Conference. Atlanta, Georgia, 
March 22-23, 1996. 

Harm Reduction and Syringe Exchange. Region Nine, Healthcare for the 
Homeless Conference, San Francisco, California, February 1-2, 1996. 

Needle Exchange Programs in the Bay Area. BAART’s Multicultural Advisory 
Board, San Francisco, California, November 8, 1995. 

Harm Reduction Research and Activism. Northeast Harm Reduction Conference. 
New York, New York, June 9-10, 1995. 

Surviving Your Needle Exchange Arrest and Trial. Fifth North American Syringe 
Exchange Conference. San Juan, Puerto Rico, April 26-29, 1995. 

H. Bibliography: (* indicates student or trainee author) 

Peer Reviewed 
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analysis. The Lancet. 2001;357:1397-1401.  

18. Bluthenthal RN, Kral AH, Gee L, Lorvick J, Moore L, Seal K, Edlin BR. Trends in HIV 



Ricky N. Bluthenthal, Ph.D.    Curriculum Vitae 
USC Department of Preventive Medicine  Page 23 of 49 

seroprevalence and risk among gay and bisexual men who inject drugs in San 
Francisco, 1988 to 2000. Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes. 
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exchange services through “Satellite Exchangers”: Sacramento Area Needle 
Exchange. International Journal of Drug Policy. 2003;14(5/6):461-63.  
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of Drug Issues. 2003;33(4):865-896. 
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Journal of Urban Health. 2004;81(2):249-59.  

23. Bluthenthal RN, Malik MR*, Grau L, Singer M, Marshall P, Heimer R. Sterile syringe 
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26. Bluthenthal RN, BrownTaylor D, Guzman-Becerra N, Robinson P. Characteristics of 
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Recruiting drug-using men who have sex with men into behavioral interventions: A 
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International AIDS Conference.  Durban, South Africa.  July 2016.   

51. Steinberg J, Kral AH, Wenger L, Bluthenthal RN. “Impact of gang involvement 
on drug use trajectories among a sample of California drug injectors.” 144rd 
Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association. Denver, CO. Oct. 29 
to Nov. 2, 2016.  

52. Escobedo P, Garcia R, Soto C, Bluthenthal RN, Cruz T, Sussman S, 
Baezconde-Garbanati L. “Marketing, perceptions and use of electronic cigarettes 
among retailers in vulnerable communities.” 144rd Annual Meeting of the 
American Public Health Association. Denver, CO. Oct. 29 to Nov. 2, 2016.  

53. Dominguez-Gonzalez K, Kral AH, Lamb S, Wenger L, Bluthenthal RN.  
“Correlates of receiving injection assistance among people who inject drugs 
(PWID) in Los Angeles and San Francisco, CA, 2011-2013.” 144rd Annual 
Meeting of the American Public Health Association. Denver, CO. Oct. 29 to Nov. 
2, 2016.  

54. Lamb S, Kral AH, Dominguez-Gonzalez K, Wenger L, Bluthenthal RN. 
“Correlates of providing assisted injections among people who inject drugs.” 
144rd Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association. Denver, CO. 
Oct. 29 to Nov. 2, 2016. 

55. Shonkoff ET, Chou CP, Leventhal AM, Bluthenthal RN, Pentz, M. A., Dunton, G. 
F. (2017). “Latent classes of parenting stress, family meals and child body mass 
index in a nationally-representative sample of mothers.” 38th Annual Meeting and 
Scientific Sessions of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, March 29-April 1, San 
Diego, CA. 

56. Kral AH, Wenger L, Wheeler E, Scholar S, Casanova M, Davidson P, Dominguez 
Gonzalez K, Strike C, Bluthenthal RN. “Trends in overdose, naloxone 
distribution and effective overdose prevention among PWID in two California 
cities, 2011-13 to 2016.” 25th Harm Reduction International Conference. 
Montreal, Canada, May 14-17, 2017.  
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57. Dangerfield, D., Harawa, N.T., Smith, L., Baezconde-Garbanati, L., Bluthenthal, 
RN. “Latent classes of sexual risk among Black men who have sex with men and 
women.” 145th Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association. 
Atlanta, GA. Nov. 4 to 8, 2017. 

58. Dangerfield D, Smith L, Bruce O, Anderson J, Bluthenthal RN. “Sexual 
Positioning Practices and Sexual Risk among Black Men Who Have Sex with 
Men (MSM): A Life Course Perspective.” 145th Annual Meeting of the American 
Public Health Association. Atlanta, GA. Nov. 4 to 8, 2017. 

59. Smiley SL, Blackman KCA, Bluthenthal RN, Rodriguez YL, Barona R, Sussman 
SY, Baezconde-Garbanati L. “ ’Who’s really regulating?’: Exploring Black 
American stakeholders’ awareness and trust in the Food and Drug 
Administration’s role as a tobacco regulator.” 2018 Society for Research on 
Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT) Annual Meeting.  Baltimore, Maryland. February 
21-24, 2018.  

60. Bluthenthal RN, Wenger L, Kral AH. “Heroin and methamphetamine withdrawal 
symptoms, frequency, and pain among people who inject.” ASAM 49th Annual 
Conference – Innovations in Addiction Medicine and Science. San Diego, 
California. April 12-15, 2018. 

61. Reuter K, Simpson K, Le N, Bluthenthal RN, Patino CM. “Perspectives on 
increasing competency in using digital practices and approaches to enhance 
clinical translational research: A qualitative study.” Translational Science 2018. 
Washington, D.C. April 19-21, 2018. 

62. Bluthenthal RN, Wenger L, Simpson K, Strike CS, Kral AH. “Preventing injection 
initiation: The challenge of high frequency initiators among people who inject 
drugs.”  80th Annual Meeting of the College on Problems of Drug Dependence. 
San Diego, California. June 9-14, 2018.  

63. Simpson K, Kral AH, Wenger L, Bluthenthal RN. “Reasons for assisting with 
injection initiation: Results from a large survey of people who inject drugs in Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, California, 2016/17.”  80th Annual Meeting of the 
College on Problems of Drug Dependence. San Diego, California. June 9-14, 
2018.  

64. Chu D, Kral AH, Wenger L, Bluthenthal RN. “Are prior drug use behaviors 
associated with subsequent initiation of injection drug use?” 80th Annual Meeting 
of the College on Problems of Drug Dependence. San Diego, California. June 9-
14, 2018.  

65. Zhao J, Kral AH, Wenger L, Bluthenthal RN. “Correlates of non-medical use of 
methadone among people who inject drugs.” 146th Annual Meeting of the 
American Public Health Association, San Diego, CA. Nov. 10 to 14, 2018. 
(Accepted). 

Media 
 
Dr. Bluthenthal has been interviewed and/or quoted regarding drug use, alcohol use, HIV 
infection, syringe exchange, harm reduction, and the opioid crisis by the following media 
among others: Atlanta Journal Constitution, Bay Area Reporter, Bay Guardian, Bay Times, 
Bay TV, Boston Globe, Channel 2/ KTVU news and ‘Bay Area People’, Channel 4/KRON 
news, Channel 7/ KGO news, Contra Costa Times, Crossroads Magazine, FOX News 
Online, KABC news radio, KFBK radio (Sacramento), KFI radio (Los Angeles), KPCC & 
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SCPR radio & website (Pasadena), KPFA radio “Flashpoints” (SF Bay Area), Fresno Bee, 
Harm Reduction Communications, KPFK ‘Morning Show’, Los Angeles Times, National 
Public Radio’s Talk of the Nation, New York Newsday, Oakland Tribune, Orange County 
Register, The Progressive, Riverside Press-Enterprise, Sacramento Bee, San Francisco 
Chronicle, San Francisco Examiner, Frontiers News Magazine (San Francisco edition), San 
Jose Mercury News, The East Bay Express, USA Today, Washington Times, WBUR/NPR, 
and Z Magazine.  
 
Expert Witness 
 
City of Berkeley versus Scott Halem, Berkeley Municipal Court, 1995. 
 
John Doe, John Roe, and Connecticut Harm Reduction Coalition versus Bridgeport Police 
Department and Wilbur L. Chapman, Chief of the Bridgeport Police Department, 2000. 
 
James Roe versus the City of New York, New York City Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik, 
et al., United States District Court, Southern District of New York. 2001 
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