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I enthusiastically welcome you to the 2017 International Conference on Aging in the 
Americas (ICAA), hosted this year by the USC Edward R. Roybal Institute on Aging at 

information not readily available from other sources. 

William A. Vega 
Conference Organizer, 2017 ICAA
Executive Director, USC Edward R. Roybal Institute on Aging
Cleofas and Victor Ramirez Professor of Practice, Policy, Research and Advocacy for the Latino Population
Provost Professor of Social Work, Psychiatry, Preventive Medicine, Family Medicine, Gerontology and Psychology   

Special Message from the Host
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are general tendencies in the aggregation of risk factors for negative health outcomes 

International Conference on 

Aging in the Americas Overview
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SINCE THE 1700’S TIMES BEFORE MEMORY, la 

through the Americas to sustain its life. In cool, clear 

returning souls on wings aloft, reuniting in central 

beginnings unknown to no ends . . .

monarca to symbolize the threads that unite us 

across the Americas in understanding and reverently 

knows no beginnings or ends. Roberto Salas was 

Introduction
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Program Schedule

Wednesday, September 20, 2017

Rosa Mexicano at LA Live

Thursday, September 21, 2017 

USC Tower at South Park Center, 30th Floor

5:00 pm Registration

6:00 – 8:00 pm Welcome Dinner (by invitation)

6:00 pm Welcome & Introduction Remarks
William A. Vega , Jacqueline L. Angel, Luis Miguel Gutiérrez Robledo

6:45 pm Opening Dinner Address:

Manuel Pastor

7:30 – 8:30 am

8:30 – 8:45 am Welcome
William A. Vega, Jacqueline L. Angel, Luis Miguel Gutiérrez Robledo

8:45 – 9:30 am
Morning Keynote:  

Margarita Alegría

9:30 – 10:30 am Panel Presentation I: What are the Elements for Successful Aging in an Environment?
Discussant: Kyriakos Markides

Hortensia Amaro

Karl Eschbach

 

Tyson Brown

10:30 – 10:45 am Break

10:45 – 11:45 am Panel Presentation II: 
Discussant: Luis Miguel Gutiérrez Robledo

Ladson Hinton

Mariana Lopez-Ortega

Silvia Mejía-Arango

11:45 – 1:00 pm Lunch
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12:00 – 12:45 pm Lunch Keynote: 
Roberto Ham-Chande

1:00 – 2:15 pm Panel Presentation III: 
Discussant: Jacqueline L. Angel

Alice Cepeda

Guilherme Luiz Guimaraes Borges

Jesús Menéndez Jiménez

Cuídate Cuidador: 

2:15 – 2:30 pm Break

2:30 – 3:30 pm Panel Presentation IV: Emerging Scholars Oral Presentations
Discussant: Zach Gassoumis

Jennifer Ailshire

Qian Sun

Sebastián Antonio Jiménez Solís

Catherine Pérez

3:30 – 3:45 pm Break

3:45 – 4:45 pm Juried Poster Session 
Terrence Hill

5:15 – 6:15 pm Mentoring Session at Luxe City Center Hotel (by invitation)
William A. Vega, Adriana Reyes

6:30 – 8:00 pm Mentoring Session at Luxe City Center Hotel (by invitation)

Friday, September 22, 2017 

USC Tower at South Park Center, 30th Floor 

7:30 – 8:00 am

8:00 am Welcome
William A. Vega

8:00 – 8:45 am Morning Keynote: 
Eileen Crimmins

8:45 – 9:45 am Panel Presentation V:
Discussant: Hector M. González

Hector M. González
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Elizabeth Vásquez

Wassim Tarraf

9:45 – 10:00 am Break

10:00 – 11:00 am Panel Presentation VI: Emerging Scholars Oral Presentations
Discussant: Jennifer Ailshire

Mariana González Lara

Marc A. Garcia

Joseph Saenz

David V. Flores

11:10 – 11:30 am Awards Ceremony
Terrence Hill

11:30 am Closing Keynote: 
Steven Wallace

12:15 – 1:30 pm Boxed Lunch & Consensus Building Session
Co-Presiders: William A. Vega, Luis Miguel Gutiérrez Robledo

1:45 – 2:30 pm CAA Advisory Group Publications Committee 
Presider/Discussant: Jacqueline L. Angel
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CALENDARIO DEL PROGRAMA

Miércoles 20 de Septiembre del 2017 

Rosa Mexicano en LA Live 

Jueves 21 de Semptiembre del 2017 

USC Tower en South Park Center, Piso 30 

5:00 pm Registro

6:00 – 8:00 pm Cena de Bienvenida 

6:00 pm Bienvenida e Introducción
William A. Vega , Jacqueline L. Angel, Luis Miguel Gutiérrez Robledo

6:45 pm Cena de Apertura y Discurso: 

Manuel Pastor

7:30 – 8:30 am Registro y Desayuno

8:30 – 8:45 am Bienvenida
William A. Vega, Jacqueline L. Angel, Luis Miguel Gutiérrez Robledo

8:45 – 9:30 am
Ponente Magistral:  

Margarita Alegría

9:30 – 10:30 am Presentación del Panel I:  
Discutidor: Kyriakos Markides

Hortensia Amaro

Karl Eschbach

Tyson Brown

10:30 – 10:45 am Receso 

10:45 – 11:45 am Presentación del Panel II: 
Discutidor: Luis Miguel Gutiérrez Robledo

Ladson Hinton

Mariana Lopez-Ortega

Silvia Mejía-Arango

11:45 – 1:00 pm Almuerzo
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Viernes 22 de Septiembre del 2017 

USC Tower en South Park Center, Piso 30

12:00 – 12:45 pm Ponente Magistral: 
Roberto Ham-Chande

1:00 – 2:15 pm Presentación del Panel III:  
Discutidora: Jacqueline L. Angel

Alice Cepeda

Guilherme Luiz Guimaraes Borges

Jesús Menéndez Jiménez

Cuídate Cuidador: 

2:15 – 2:30 pm Receso

2:30 – 3:30 pm Presentación del Panel IV: Estudiantes Emergentes Presentaciones Orales
Discutidor: Zach Gassoumis

Jennifer Ailshire

 

Qian Sun

Sebastián Antonio Jiménez Solís

 

Catherine Pérez

3:30 – 3:45 pm Receso

3:45 – 4:45 pm Sesión de Posteres Juzgados 
Terrence Hill

5:15 – 6:15 pm Sesión de Mentores en Luxe City Center Hotel 
William A. Vega, Adriana Reyes

6:30 – 8:00 pm Cena de mentores en Luxe City Center Hotel (by invitation)

7:30 – 8:00 am Registro y Desayuno

8:00 am Bienvenida 
William A. Vega

8:00 – 8:45 am
Orador Principal Matutino: 

Eileen Crimmins

8:45 – 9:45 am Presentación del Panel V: 
Discutidor: Hector M. González

Hector M. González
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Elizabeth Vásquez

Wassim Tarraf

9:45 – 10:00 am Receso

10:00 – 11:00 am Presentación del Panel VI: Estudiantes Emergentes Presentaciones Orales
Discutidora: Jennifer Ailshire

Mariana González Lara

Marc A. Garcia

Joseph Saenz

David V. Flores

11:10 – 11:30 am Ceremonia de Premiación
Terrence Hill

11:30 am Ponente Magistral:  
Steven Wallace

12:15 – 1:30 pm Almuerzo y Sesión de Consenso
Presiden: William A. Vega, Luis Miguel Gutiérrez Robledo

1:45 – 2:30 pm Comité Consultivo del Grupo Asesor CAA 
Preside/Discutidora: Jacqueline L. Angel
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Wednesday, September 20, 2017 

Opening Dinner Address: 
California Becoming: Demographic Pasts and Futures in the Golden State

Manuel Pastor

University of Southern California 

inevitable America?  

Thursday, September 21, 2017 

Morning Keynote:
Lessons Learned from the Positive Minds-Strong Bodies Trial on Disability Prevention 

for Racial/Ethnic Minority Elders

Margarita Alegría

Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard Medical School

ICAA 201  Presentation Abstracts

PRESENTATION BRIEFS
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causes of disability. As the number of elderly rises to 72 million by 2030, nearly one 

Panel Presentation I: What are the Elements for Successful Aging in an Environment?

Elements for Successful Aging: The Role of Place and Environment

Hortensia Amaro 

University of Southern California

It is well established that healthy eating and healthy weight maintenance, 
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Community Context and Mortality among Mexican Americans:  

What Do We Really Know? 

Karl Eschbach

The University of Texas Medical Branch

“Weathering Processes” at the Intersection of Race/Ethnicity and Nativity? Health 

Inequalities among White and Mexican Americans in Later Life 

Tyson Brown

Duke University

PRESENTATION BRIEFS
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Panel Presentation II: Promoting Health in a Diverse Social Context 
Latinos, Alzheimer’s Family Caregiving, and Place: Directions for Advancing Services 

and Interventions

Ladson Hinton

University of California, Davis

Families Caring for an Aging America” as well as a recent UC Davis 

conference on diversity and family caregiving (Alzheimer’s Disease Diversity and Disparities 

in Family Caregiving: Progress and Future Challenges

Functional Disability and Informal Care in Mexico

Mariana López-Ortega; Flavia Cristina Drumond Andrade 

Instituto Nacional de Geriatría – México
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of residence.

Empirical Issues in the Study of Cognitive Aging through Population-Based Studies

Silvia Mejía-Arango; Brian Downer
The University of Texas Medical Branch

model that guides the analysis so that reliable and valid measures are used and 

functioning. Another common issue is the establishment of criteria for both cognitive 

domains and global cognitive assessments in order to establish categories of function 

PRESENTATION BRIEFS
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measure cognitive decline across longitudinal waves of data is another methodological 

 

Lunch Keynote:
From Guessing to Shaping the Future of Aging

Roberto Ham-Chande

El Colegio de la Frontera Norte

 

 

is worrisome that chronic diseases and disabilities are still neglected as a contingent 
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A practical planning tool comes with projections about survival to old age, prospective 

mortality, health conditions and socio-economic characteristics of the elderly 

term macro policies.

Panel Presentation III: Place and Unmet Needs
Implications of Long-Term Heroin Use among Aging Mexican American Users: The 

“Maturing Out” Paradox

Alice Cepeda

University of Southern California

Recent studies examining recovery and cessation among former heroin users have 

who are long-term heroin injectors. Using ethnographic data collected from current 

in Houston, Texas, the presentation will discuss heroin lifestyle factors that lead not 

returns the heroin user to a stable maintenance pattern of use instead of a recovery 

phase. Social and cultural factors contributing to the paradoxical maturing out of 

aging users will be discussed. The implications for the intersection of heroin-related 

conditions, natural age-related impairments, and cognitive functioning that make this 

population increasingly susceptible to adverse health consequences will be highlighted.

Aging and Suicidal Behavior in Mexico

Guilherme Luiz Guimaraes Borges; Ricardo Orozco; Jorge Villatoro; Maria Elena 

Medina-Mora

Instituto Nacional de Psiquiatria

sharply during the last three decades. There is evidence that suicidal behavior (suicide 

ideation, plan and attempts) may also be increasing in the country. The youth are more 

PRESENTATION BRIEFS
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We used the large 2016 National Addiction Survey (N=56,877) to report on the 12-month 

prevalence of suicide ideation, plan and attempts with a focus on the geographical 

distribution of suicidal behavior by 3 age groups (12-17 years; 18-49 years; 50-65 years). 

The prevalence of suicidal behavior varied by age groups, with the youth showing the 

highest rates, followed by adults and the elderly. All outcomes also varied by region 

(state level) of the country. This variation was not uniform by age groups. Comparisons 

of these prevalences with the distribution of suicide death rates are presented. We 

action. Postponing interventions to reduce these rates will likely result in more lives lost 

from preventable causes of death.

Care for the Elderly: The Case of Cuba

Jesús Menéndez Jiménez 

Medical University of Havana

Aging is coming to all countries. In Cuba, 19.8% of its population is 60 years old and  

over, and is expected to reach 30% by 2030. This represents an economic and socio-

health challenge. In particular, the issue of care lies at the heart of the challenges 

of aging. Data on aging in Cuba, the functional status of the elderly, current ways of 

providing care and some ideas on how these can be provided in the immediate future 

will be presented.

The nuclear Cuban family, the high level of inclusion of women in the labor market 

priority sectors, and free education up to the postgraduate level, among other issues, 

1970s. There are fewer people to provide care and more people to be cared for. Until a 

couple of years ago, little was said about the care of the elderly. Currently the subject 

has taken a greater presence, and extensive debates are dedicated to it. There is a 
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Aging is not expensive, but disability is. Up to age 75, most people stay healthy and 

active, but after that age the intrinsic and functional abilities are rapidly diminishing 

and care needs increase noticeably.

Cuídate Cuidador: Using Technology to Support Latino Caregivers

; Marta Pagan-Ortiz; Dharma Cortes; Sarah Pace; Eliza Ballou

University of South Carolina

Caregivers for family members with dementia experience many challenges, including 

the lack of information to help them both in their caregiving for their loved one with 

dementia, and in their taking care of themselves. This is especially true for caregivers 

from ethnic minority groups, who experience additional challenges due to the lack 

of availability of linguistically and culturally appropriate information. In response to 

these needs, we developed a website, Cuídate Cuidador.com, that provides bilingual 

online education and support for Spanish-speaking dementia caregivers. Cuídate 

Cuidador

real stories from caregivers, and information on self-care. An online community, via 

social media including Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, provided the opportunity 

for caregivers to post and interact with other. This presentation provides a content 

analysis of posts placed on the website and related social media sites. 

Several key themes emerged: caregiver burden and stress, no time for self, lessons 

learned through caregiving, rewards of caregiving, family cohesion, and value of 

online communities in providing. Findings demonstrate the desire of these Hispanic 

They found the online community a positive strategy for receiving support in response 

to the stories and anecdotes they posted. We also found support for the importance of 

dementia caregiving.  

PRESENTATION BRIEFS
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Panel Presentation IV: Emerging Scholars Oral Presentations 

Neighborhood Context of Older U.S. Latino Populations

Jennifer A. Ailshire

University of Southern California

The social and physical environmental contexts in which older adults live play a vital 
role in facilitating opportunities to lead healthy, active, independent, and engaged 
lives. Although there is great interest in the impact of environments on older adults, 
we know relatively little about the neighborhood context of older U.S. Hispanics. Using 
data on adults over age 50 from the nationally representative Health and Retirement 

adults. Relative to whites, older Hispanics are more likely to live in socioeconomically 
disadvantaged neighborhoods that are characterized as having above average poverty 
levels, lower levels of educational attainment, more unemployment, and lower housing 
values. Additionally, Hispanics are more likely to report signs of disorder in their 

accessibility, air pollution levels, and health care resources in the local area. In 

in neighborhood characteristics by Latino ethnicity in California, the state with the 
largest resident Hispanic population in the U.S. Using data on adults over age 50 from 

Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Puerto Ricans, Central Americans, and South Americans. 
This presentation will also assess variation among Latino by citizenship status and time 

living and this may be especially true for the aging Hispanic population.

Demystifying the Puzzles of Hispanic Health Paradox from a Bi-National Perspective: 

A Look at Morbidity, Mental Health, and Socio-Behavioral Risk Factors

Qian Sun

University of Colorado Boulder

Research on race/ethnic and immigrant health disparities in the United States 

documents the existence of a Hispanic advantage in several important health outcomes, 

especially for the foreign-born. At the same time, research has also consistently 
found that the health of immigrants deteriorates with time spent in the United States. 
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bias brought by not measuring the experience of migrants who return to their countries 
of birth before the survey, thereby potentially distorting the health and duration 
composition of cohorts. To better understand the way in which this Hispanic/migrant 

of the border using the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) in the United States and 

health outcomes, including self-reported health: self-rated global health and mental 
health (index of three depressive symptoms that are a subset of the CES-D); important 
cardiometabolic health outcomes (i.e., hypertension and diabetes), as well as socio-
behavioral risk factors such as obesity, smoking, and drinking, in addition to height for 

selection tests. 

Sebastián Antonio Jiménez Solís 

Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences — México

important challenges in economic matters. Furthermore, an important aspect to study is 

the deprival of economic security in old age. The purpose of this research aims to analyze 

the lack of economic welfare. The database that is used comes from the Socioeconomic 

survey is done by the Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía (INEGI). 

most important explanatory factor for poverty among the female population is the 

absence of social security, while the most important explanatory factor for poverty 

PRESENTATION BRIEFS
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among the male population is the absence of government programs. In addition, it 

generations of older adult women. Furthermore, it is found that the longer life 

expectancy of women does not necessarily translate into a better quality of life during 

old age. The results corroborate the importance of social security. Therefore, in terms 

of public policy actions and measures, it is necessary to guarantee the social security of 

this segment of the population and especially of women.

How Does Regional Variation Inform our Understanding of Hispanic Populations and 

Their Diabetes/Hypertension Prevalence?

Catherine Pérez; Jennifer A. Ailshire

University of Southern California

The Hispanic population in the U.S. aged 65 and older has grown rapidly and is projected 

examining national estimates show that Hispanics have a higher prevalence of diabetes 

compared to non-Hispanic Whites, but have comparable levels of hypertension. However, 

less research has focused on how the prevalence of these health conditions may vary 

have unique historical, cultural, and demographic contexts depending on place of birth, 

and examining regional variation in diabetes and hypertension prevalence among adults 

aged 50+ using aggregated data from the 2000-2015 National Health Interview Survey. 

among Hispanic subgroups. For hypertension, Hispanics reported a higher prevalence 

only in the Northeast region relative to non-Hispanic Whites. Similar to the results for 

indicate that national prevalence results examining older Hispanics obscure regional 

variation in diabetes and hypertension among Hispanic subgroups.  
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Friday, September 22, 2017 

Morning Keynote:

Eileen Crimmins; Jennifer A. Ailshire; Catherine Pérez; Joseph L. Saenz

University of Southern California

The characteristics of where you live are very important regarding the medical care 

quality of medical care received by Latino/as in the United States relative to other ethnic 

groups. The Contextual Data Resource (CDR) associated with the Health and Retirement 

Study (HRS) is used to investigate this question. Latino/as live in areas where quality 

medical care is not as available as it is for the non-Hispanic white population.

Panel Presentation V: SOL-INCA Study
The Study of Latinos-Investigation of Neurocognitive Aging (SOL-INCA)

Hector M. González

University of California, San Diego

Latinos may be at high risk for Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias (ADRD) or 
they might not, and no one really knows for sure. For nearly 20 years, this open question 
regarding the epidemiology of ADRD among Latinos has been ignored and neglected. 
To some extent, this neglect is understandable. Logistically, studying diverse Latinos 
in adequately powered studies has been cost-prohibitive. Beyond additional costs and 

protocols to limit bias. In addition, multiple biological systems and multilayered omics 
must be integrated to conduct state-of-the-art ADRD research in order to discover new 
means of mitigating ADRD and other health problems among diverse Latinos. Further 
complicating matters, Latino diversity has been underappreciated and largely ignored in 
ADRD epidemiology and in health sciences in general. In this presentation, the Principle 

will enable discoveries toward mitigating and preventing ADRD among diverse Latinos 

throughout the U.S.

PRESENTATION BRIEFS
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Is There a Relationship between Accelerometer-Assessed Physical Activity and 

Sedentary Behavior and Cognitive Function in U.S. Hispanic/Latino Adults? The 

Hispanic Community Health Study/Study of Latinos (HCHS/SOL)

Elizabeth Vásquez

University at Albany

With increasing age, adults are reported to experience normative cognitive decline. 

Research on the relationship between normative cognitive decline and moderate-

investigation in Hispanic/Latinos adults. We assessed the cross-sectional association 

adults aged 45-74 years from the Hispanic Community Health Study/Study of Latinos 

and San Diego, CA). At baseline, cognitive tests included two executive function tests 

(Digit Symbol Substitution Test (DSST), a test of language (Word Fluency), and a test 

behaviors was 12.3 hours/day in females and 11.9 hours/day in males (75% and 77% 

indicating lower performance in executive function in all age groups.  No associations 

aged and older Latino adults. Longitudinal studies are needed to more conclusively 

determine causal links.

Cardiovascular Health and Neurocognitive Function among U.S. Latinos from  

Diverse Backgrounds

Wassim Tarraf

Wayne State University

Published work on Latinos indicate that some groups (e.g. Caribbean Hispanics) could 

be at higher risk for cognitive decline and disorders. Latinos are also excessively 
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Latinos is based on older cohorts and restricted background groups. Examining the 

is critical as they are projected to comprise a third of the US population by mid-

disease, preventative public health approaches are, currently, the only viable options 

to reduce population burden due to insidious cognitive aging. Using published data 

among middle-aged and older Latinos, 3) examine the associations between cognition 

abnormalities and cognition given the implications of BP for both stroke and dementias. 

Panel Presentation VI: Emerging Scholars Oral Presentations 
The Impact of Socio Cultural Context on Frailty According to Life Space Levels 

Mariana González Lara 

Instituto Nacional de Geriatría – México

There is growing interest in how social determinants impact health in older adults. In 

is considered a condition that renders older adults prone to adverse outcomes. Some 

that frailty and disability and dependency co-exist. In part, this overlapping could be due 

to environmental conditions that in the frail older adult could allow some to perform 

environment and health outcomes of older adults. Therefore, the aim of this work 

PRESENTATION BRIEFS



THE 2017 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGING IN THE AMERICAS30

characteristics. This is a secondary analysis of the baseline assessment (2012) of the 

spectrum of this condition in two levels of life-space (life-space assessment tool): 

limited (only inside the neighborhood or less) and normal (those with life space not 

limited to the neighborhood). According to results that will be presented, there is 

function levels of older adults. 

Investigation into the Co-Development of Cognitive and Physical Decline for Older 

Mexican Americans

Marc A. Garcia; Brian Downer; Dan A. Powers

The University of Texas Medical Branch

Impaired cognition and physical limitations are common comorbid conditions among 

factor for increased physical decline whereas physical impairment is associated with 

greater cognitive decline. The close relationship between cognitive and physical 

impairments is due in part to shared risk factors and underlying biological mechanisms 

that contribute to impaired cognitive and physical functioning. However, traditional 

modeling approaches are unable to examine how cognitive and physical declines co-

develop. This research used 20 years of data from the Hispanic Established Populations 

for the Epidemiologic Study of the Elderly (HEPESE) to model trajectories of cognitive 

baseline levels of physical function dampen the rate of cognitive decline for both men 
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and women. Conversely, cross-domain regression of initial cognitive levels on physical 

scores for women only. This research presents new evidence that suggests physical 

impairment is a stronger risk factor for declining cognitive function than impaired 

cognition is for physical decline. 

Indoor Air Pollution and Cognitive Function among Older Mexican Adults

Joseph L. Saenz 

University of Southern California

A growing body of research suggests exposure to high levels of outdoor air pollution 

link between indoor sources of air pollution and cognitive functioning. We examine the 

association between exposure to indoor air pollution and cognitive function among older 

remains common.

by the reported use of wood or coal as the household’s primary cooking fuel. Cognitive 

function is measured with assessments of immediate recall, delayed recall, attention, 

while accounting for demographic, household, health, and economic characteristics. 

Approximately 16% of the sample reported using wood or coal as their primary cooking 

fuel, but this was far more common among those residing in the most rural areas (53%). 

Exposure to indoor air pollution was associated with poorer cognitive performance across 

all assessments, with the exception of delayed recall, even in fully adjusted models. 

PRESENTATION BRIEFS
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Depressive Symptoms in Child Caregivers of Very Old Mexican Americans

David Flores; Sunshine Rote; Jacqueline L. Angel; Nai-wei Chen; Brian Downer;  

Kyriakos S. Markides

The University of Texas Medical Branch

 

symptoms in their children caregivers. This study utilizes data from Wave 7 (2010-

11) of the Hispanic Established Populations for the Epidemiologic Study of the Elderly 

personal care with activities of daily living (ADL) (e.g., bathing, toileting, dressing, etc.) 

depressive symptoms of the adult child caregiver. A cross-sectional multivariable 

disturbance on caregiver depressive symptoms. 

Presence of care recipient NPI symptoms was associated with higher depressive 

symptoms for caregivers. Additional characteristics associated with caregiver depressive 

symptoms were not being married, and higher perceived social stress. ADL disability 

of the care recipient, cognitive functioning of the care recipient, or caregiver health 

be better tolerated by families but neuropsychiatric behavioral symptoms related to 

dementia may take an increased toll on family member caregivers. The need to provide 

respite services, mental health resources and community services for caregivers of care 

recipients with neuropsychiatric symptoms is of paramount importance to alleviate 

depressive symptoms and burden among caregivers. 
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Closing Keynote:
Looking to the Future – Priorities for Creating New Knowledge

Steven P. Wallace

University of California, Los Angeles

elders, a number that has been increasing each year. While that may sound like a lot, 

it has not yet reached 1% of all articles published annually on the elderly. Given the 

comparatively small numbers of us who research Latino aging issues, where are the most 

important areas for research?

First, this conference has focused on political factors, social determinants, and built 

environments, all areas where the research on older Latinos is lacking. Given the current 

political climate, it is particularly important to document the impacts of public policies 

expansion as well as immigrant policies like stepped up deportations that create stress 

and avoidance of needed services. Second, when looking at how contexts impact 

Latino elder health, we should also look at the impacts on the health of families and 

households (compared to 4% of non-Latino US-born whites), the family is a critical unit 

of analysis that is usually overlooked. Finally, when looking for funding for research, NIA 

has received several budget increases for funding Alzheimer’s research and pay lines 

are almost reasonable in this area now. NIA has a number of initiatives to build out new 

research areas. In sum, there are no shortage of important areas for future research, and 

there is even funding for some of them.
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aging at the 2017 International Conference on Aging in the Americas (ICAA) cannot  
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Catherine Pérez, University of Southern California; 

Life Expectancies with Depression by Age of Migration and Gender among Older  

Mexican Adults

Melanie Z. Plasencia, University of California, Berkeley
“No Tengo Dinero, Pero Tengo Mucha Gente”: How Older Latinos Age in Place in an  

Ethnic Enclave

Jaime Perales Puchalt, University of Kansas; David Johnson, University of Kansas; 

A Pilot Trial to Increase Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness in the Latino Community

Adriana Reyes, University of Michigan
Retirement in a Family Context

Laurent Reyes, Rutgers University
The Role of Informal Networks in Overcoming Structural and Cultural Barriers to Community 

Access Among Latinos 59+ in New Brunswick, New Jersey

Sunshine Rote, University of Louisville; Jacqueline L. Angel, The University of Texas 

at Austin; Ladson Hinton, University of California, Davis

Forms of Family Support in Latino Dementia Caregiving

Joseph L. Saenz, University of Southern California; Sunshine Rote,  
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Household Decision Making Dynamics and Depressive Symptoms among Older  

Mexican Adults
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Unsettled Americans: Metropolitan Context and Civic Leadership 

for Immigrant Integration Equity, Growth, and 

Community: What the Nation Can Learn from America's Metro Areas

SPEAKER AND DISCUSSANT BIOGRAPHIES



THE 2017 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGING IN THE AMERICAS54

CATHERINE PÉREZ

LUIS MIGUEL GUTIÉRREZ ROBLEDO, M.D., PH.D.

JOSEPH L. SAENZ, PH.D.



55SPACE, TIME, AND PLACE: EFFECTS ON THE OLDER LATINO POPULATION

SEBASTIÁN ANTONIO JIMÉNEZ SOLÍS, M.A.

QIAN SUN 

WASSIM TARRAF, PH.D. 

SPEAKER AND DISCUSSANT BIOGRAPHIES



THE 2017 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGING IN THE AMERICAS56

ELIZABETH VÁSQUEZ, DR.PH.

STEVEN P. WALLACE, PH.D.



57SPACE, TIME, AND PLACE: EFFECTS ON THE OLDER LATINO POPULATION

SPEAKER AND DISCUSSANT BIOGRAPHIES



THE 2017 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGING IN THE AMERICAS58

María P. Aranda

Elena Bastida

Eileen Crimmins

Hector M. González

Luis Miguel F. Gutiérrez Robledo

Mary Haan

Terrence D. Hill

Verónica Zenaida Montes de Oca Zavala

V. Nelly Salgado de Snyder

Steven P. Wallace

Rebeca Wong

Mark Hayward

Alberto Palloni

Program Committee





THE 2017 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGING IN THE AMERICAS60

Acknowledgements



Save DateTHE

2018 Conference Series on Aging in Americas

SEPTEMBER 18-20, 2018

THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

Special Acknowledgements 



THE 2017 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGING IN THE AMERICAS62

    

L.A. Care Health Plan 
is proud to support the 

International Conference
on Aging in the Americas

    



Los Angeles Foundation on Aging (LAFA) Mission is to support and further 

the work of the City of Los Angeles, Department of Aging, support new and 

innovative programs that sustain and enhance the quality of life for Older 

Adults and Family Caregivers in the City of Los Angeles.



THE 2017 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGING IN THE AMERICAS64

Notes



65SPACE, TIME, AND PLACE: EFFECTS ON THE OLDER LATINO POPULATION

Notes



THE 2017 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGING IN THE AMERICAS66

Notes



67SPACE, TIME, AND PLACE: EFFECTS ON THE OLDER LATINO POPULATION

Notes



THE 2017 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGING IN THE AMERICAS
SPACE, TIME, AND PLACE: EFFECTS ON THE OLDER LATINO POPULATION

Aging      AmericasIN THE

2017 icaa sponsors

NIH Grantee:  

Gold Sponsor:  

Bronze Sponsor:  

contributing Sponsor:  


