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Executive Summary from the Executive Director 
 
The USC Edward R. Roybal Institute on Aging is a 
premier research institute dedicated to advancing 
research, policy, and practice to improve the lives of 
older adults and their families from diverse 
communities locally, regionally, and globally. From its 
inception, the USC has consistently pursued 
interdisciplinary, innovative, and just solutions to 
improve older adults' health, psychological well-
being, social connectedness, home, income security, 
and the communities and systems of care that 
enhance purposeful aging. We are proudly steeped in the community and 
collaborate intensively with agencies, groups, and residents to further equity in 
scientific participation.  
 
Our diverse team of dedicated scientists, postdoctoral scholars, staff, and students 
conduct state-of-the-art research that informs opinion influencers and decision-
makers, executives from community-based agencies, lawmakers, government 
analysts, media, private-sector leaders, and the individuals and families we 
ultimately serve. Through innovative and high-impact research in the service of 
older adults, adults living with disabilities, and their family members, we dedicate 
our mission to the following six scientific areas:  
 

Family and Social Relationships 
Services and Systems of Care 

Individual and Community 
Engagement 

Equity and Sociocultural 
Competencies 

Technology 
Education and Training 

 
This document highlights the rich scientific productivity, intensive community 
engagements, and educational opportunities that make the Institute what it is and 
where it is going. We are at the forefront of testing interventions to improve the 
lives of individuals and families living with Alzheimer's, identifying how older adults 
perceive stigma around dementia, developing best practices to provide services to 
people experiencing homelessness during COVID-19, developing consumer-friendly 
technologies to enhance chronic disease management, international family 
relationships, and mentoring programs for early-career NIH investigators. The 
Institute is steadfast in examining the economic and health indicators of formally-
incarcerated adults, working with community networks of advocates for older 
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adults, and examining the role of the health workforce in predicting mortality in 
rural/urban areas. Since 2010, our Institute generated more than $5.53 million in 
research and training grants from notable funders such as the National Institute on 
Aging, National Institute of Mental Health, the Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute, John Templeton Foundation, the California Department of Public 
Health, among others. 
 
Our vision for the future continues with our historical commitment to address 
diversity, equity, and inclusion among underrepresented groups and generate 
research with rapid and tangible applications to individuals, families, communities, 
and organizations. Towards these goals, we established several Institute priority 
areas: 1) Alzheimer's disease and family caregiving; 2) disparities in minority health 
and health equity; and 3) training the next generation of scientists dedicated to 
aging research and health disparities. To address these priority areas, we partner 
with other USC research centers to create synergies and opportunities to scale our 
efforts: Schaeffer Center on Health Policy & Economics, the Alzheimer's Disease 
Resource Center for Minority Aging Research, and the Alzheimer's Disease Research 
Center. We will continue our collaborations with our community partners, such as 
White Memorial Medical Center, the City and County Departments on Aging, 
Alzheimer's Los Angeles, St. Barnabas Senior Services, AARP, Public Housing, 
Alzheimer’s Association, UsAgainstAlzheimer’s and consumer groups of older 
community advocates. Our goal in the next two years is to obtain significant funding 
from federal funders, private donors, and foundations to buttress Institute activities 
and community impact. 
 
A note on COVID-19: The pandemic has had a significant impact on our ability to 
community-based research to the degree that we eliminated within-community, 
face-to-face engagement, and data collection. Our research participants fall into 
the at-risk categories, and thus we respect their right to be safe during the active 
pandemic. We adapted by including remote/digital methods to continue our 
research activities on-the-ground and our virtual offices.  
 
 
 
María P. Aranda, PhD, MSW, MPA, LCSW 
Executive Director, and Associate Professor of Social Work 
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New Staff 
 

 
Ángela Gutiérrez, PhD, MPH, is a Provost postdoctoral research 
associate at the USC Edward R. Roybal Institute on Aging. Her 
interdisciplinary research focuses on improving health and quality of 
life among diverse populations. She completed her doctoral training 
in Community Health Sciences at the UCLA Fielding School of Public 
Health.  
 

 
 

Rene Maldonado, MS serves as a Project Assistant at the USC 
Edward R. Roybal Institute on Aging. Maldonado earned his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Psychology and Spanish from Pacific Union College, 
a Master's degree in Kinesiology from Louisiana State University, and 
a Master's degree in Prevention Science from the University of 
Oregon.  
 

 
 
Jessica Diaz, BA is a Master of Social Work Intern from the USC 
Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of Social Work. 
Expected Graduation Date: January 2021 
Concentration: Community Development 
 
 
 
 
Jessica Armendariz, BA is a Master of Social Work Intern from the 
USC Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of Social Work. 
Expected Graduation Date: May 2022 
Concentration: Social Change and Innovation  
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Appointments 
 

María P. Aranda  
Member, Steering Committee for the National Institute on Aging National Research 
Summit on Care, Services, and Supports for Persons with Dementia and their 
Caregivers. 
 
Member, National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine Committee on 
Care Interventions for Individuals with Dementia and Their Caregivers, Phases I and II. 
 
USC Racial Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (REDI) Task Force 
 
Iris Aguilar 
Member, UsAgainstAlzheimer's Index Working Group 
 
Member, Confidently Navigating Financial Decisions and Enhancing Financial 
Wellbeing in Dementia Caregiving (CONFIDENCE) Advisory Council 
 

New or Refunded Studies 
 

Alzheimer's Disease Research Center, Outreach, Recruitment, and Education Core  
Co-I: María P. Aranda 
National Institute on Aging (1P30AG066530-01) 
 
Testing Savvy Caregiver in a Racially and Ethnically Diverse Sample in Southern 
California 
PI: María P. Aranda 
California Department of Public Health (19-10538) 
 
NIA AD/ADRD Health Care Systems Research Collaboratory 
Co-I: María P. Aranda  
National Institute on Aging (1U54AG063546-01) 
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COVID-19 Response 
 

 
 
• Organizational Responses to COVID-19 by 
Agencies Dedicated to Serving Older Adults and 
Persons Living with Disabilities 
PI: María P. Aranda 
 
• Engaging Diverse Communities in COVID-19 
Control: A Value-Based Measure of Health-
Safety Climate for Decision Making  
PI: Michalle Mor Barak, Charles Kaplan, and 
Shinyi Wu     
USC Zumberge Epidemic and Virus 
Grant                                                
 

• Comparative Effectiveness of Single-Site and Scattered-Site Permanent 
Supportive Housing on Patient-Centered and COVID-19 Related Outcomes for 
People Experiencing Homelessness 
PI: Benjamin Henwood and Lillian Gelberg, MD 
Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute  
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Ahluwalia, J. S., & Kumar, A. (2020). Assessment of racial disparities in 
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Gerontologist. Advance online publication, October 6, 2020. 
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https://doi.org/10.1093/geronb/gbaa004  
 

24. Yu, K., Wu, S., Lee, P-J., Wu, D-A., Hsiao, H-Y., Tseng, Y-C., Wang, Y-W., 
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Presentations at Major Scientific Conferences:                                       
Society of Social Work and Research 

 
1. Paper: The Association of Loneliness and Chronic Pain Among African-

American, Latino and White Older Adults 
David Camacho, Denise Burnette, Maria P. Aranda, and Ellen Lukens 

 
2. ePoster: Perceived Neighborhood and Mental Health of Older Asian 

Americans in Central Texas 
Yong Ju Cho, and Yuri Jang 

 
3. ePoster: Factors Associated with Dental Service Use of Older Korean 

Americans 
Yuri Jang, Hyunwoo Yoon, Min-Kyoung Rhee, Nan Sook Park, and David 
Chiriboga,  

 
4. ePoster: The Impact of Discriminatory Healthcare Experiences on Use of 

Medicaid-Funded Dental Care Services in California 
Yuri Jang, Min-Kyoung Rhee, Chung Hyeon Jeong, Woo Jung Lee, Haomiao 
Jin, and Ann-Marie Yamada 

 
5. ePoster: Social Network Types, Living Alone, and Depressive Symptoms 

Among Older Korean Americans 
Nan Sook Park, Yuri Jang, David Chiriboga, and Soondool Chung 

 
6. Paper: The Use of Complementary and Alternative Medicine and Unmet 

Healthcare Needs in Asian Americans 
Eun-Hye Grace Yi, and Yuri Jang 

 
7. Poster: Geospatial and Environmental Predictors of Momentary Substance 

Use in a Sample of Young Adults Experiencing Homelessness 
Eldin Dzubur, Danielle Madden, Brian Redline, Sara Semborski, Harmony 
Rhoades, and Benjamin Henwood 

 
8. Paper: End homelessness (Grand Challenge) SIG 

Benjamin Henwood (Moderator) 
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Presentations at Major Scientific Conference:  
Alzheimer's Association International Conference  

 
9. ePoster: Age-Friendly Initiative Needs Assessment Survey: Los Angeles City 

and County Employees. (2020) 
Iris Aguilar, Donald Lloyd, Laura Trejo and Maria P. Aranda 

 
 

Presentations at Major Scientific Conference:  
Gerontological Society of America 2020 

 
10. Li, T., Jiang, Y. & Chi, I. (November, 2020). A pilot study on the effect of a 

self-directed learning program on Asian American caregivers. Poster 
presentation at the 2020 Annual Scientific Meeting of Gerontological Society 
of America.  

11. Wang, Y., Liu, M. & Chi, I. (November, 2020). An evaluation of self-care and 
caregiving training curriculum content for Chinese American immigrant 
caregivers: A co-design approach. Paper presentation at the 2020 Annual 
Scientific Meeting of Gerontological Society of America.  

12. Mao, W., Wu, B., Chi, I., Yang, W., & Dong, X.Q. (Nov., 2020). Neighborhood 
cohesion, acculturation, and oral health problems among older Chinese 
American Immigrants. Paper to be presented online in the symposium 
entitled “Immigrant older adults: Is diversity a challenge for a global 
initiative?” Paper presentation at the 2020 Annual Scientific Meeting of 
Gerontological Society of America.  

13. Mao, W., Wu, B., Chi, I., Yang, W., & Dong, X.Q. (Nov., 2020). Acculturation, 
neighborhood disorder, and subsequent oral health problems among 
foreign-born older Chinese Americans. Paper to be presented online in the 
symposium entitled “Social and behavioral factors, oral health, and dental 
care utilization”. Paper presentation at the 2020 Annual Scientific Meeting of 
Gerontological Society of America.  

14. Yu, K., Jiang, H., Liu, M., Wu, S., Jordan-Marsh, M., Chi, I. (October. 2020), 
Discerning Unmet Self-care Need and Co-design of a Mobile App with 
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Chinese Immigrant Caregivers to Promote Self-Care. Oral Presentation at 
Gerontological Society of America Annual Scientific Virtual Meeting.  

15. Jang, Y., Rhee, M. K., Jeong, C. H., Choi, E. Y., Park, J., & Park, N. S. (2020, 
November). Oral Health and Dental Care in Older Korean Immigrants in the 
United States: A Qualitative Study. Poster Presentation at the 2020 
Gerontological Society of America (GSA) Virtual Annual Meeting.  

16. Kim, K., Jang, Y., Park, N. S., & Chiriboga, D. A. (2020, November). 
Acculturation and Healthcare Utilization among Older Korean Immigrants: A 
Dyadic Study of Married Couples. Symposium Presentation at the 2020 
Gerontological Society of America (GSA) Virtual Annual Meeting.  

17. Park, N. S., Jang, Y., Chiriboga, D. A., & Chung, S. (2020, November). 
Correlates of Loneliness in Older Korean Americans: Interactive Effects of 
Negative Family Interactions. Symposium Presentation at the 2020 
Gerontological Society of America (GSA) Virtual Annual Meeting.  

18. Cho, Y., Hai, A., & Jang, Y. (2020, November). Life Stressors, Social Capital, 
and Mental Distress in Multi-Ethnic Groups of Older Asian Americans. 
Symposium Presentation at the 2020 Gerontological Society of America (GSA) 
Virtual Annual Meeting.  

19. Bui, C. N., Kim, K., Song, Q., & Jang, Y. (2020, November). Together, We Can 
Make This Place Our Home: Civic Engagement Among Asian Immigrants. 
Poster Presentation at the 2020 Gerontological Society of America (GSA) 
Virtual Annual Meeting.  

20. Chiriboga, D. A., Park, N. S., Jang, Y., Molinari, V. A., & Aluysi, A. (2020, 
November). Change over Time in Linguistic Acculturation: A Comparison 
between Cuban and Non-Cuban Hispanic Immigrants. Poster Presentation at 
the 2020 Gerontological Society of America (GSA) Virtual Annual Meeting.  

21. Yu, K., Jiang, H., Liu, M., Wu, S., Jordan-Marsh M., & Chi, I. (2020, 
November). Discerning unmet self-care need and co-design of a mobile app 
with Chinese immigrant caregivers to promote self-care. Gerontological 
Society of America 2020 Annual Meeting, Online. 

22. Yu, K., Wu, S. & Chi, I. (October, 2020). A assessing feasibility of 
implementing a type 2 diabetes mHealth program in affordable senior 
housing. Paper presented at American Public Health Association Annual 
Virtual Meeting and Expo.  
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23. Yu, K., Wu, S., Chi, I. (October, 2020), Longitudinal assessment of geriatric 
conditions and loneliness. Paper presentation at American Public Health 
Association Annual Virtual Meeting and Expo.  

24. Yu, K., Wu, S., Liu, R., Chi, I. (October. 2020), Mobile Technology Adoption 
for Type 2 Diabetes Management among Chinese and Hispanic Immigrants: A 
qualitative pilot study. Oral presentation at American Public Health 
Association Annual Virtual Meeting and Expo.  

25. Liu, W., Kwan, CW & Chi, I. (February, 2020). Shared care arrangement of 
older adults with stroke. Paper presented at interRAI World Conference, 
Leuven, Belgium.  

26. Jang, Y. (2020, November). Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementia 
(ADRD) in Asian American Communities. Symposium at the USC Integrative 
Health and Wellness Conference. 

27. Jang, Y. (2020, May). Racial/ethnic Disparities: Beyond the Role of 
Socioeconomic Status. Invited Talk, Committee on Population, The National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 

  

Other Presentations at Scientific Conferences 

 

28. Wu, S. (2020, November). Session chair and moderator. Health Applications 
to Inform Public Policy. Panel session at the INFORMS Annual Meeting & Expo, 
Virtual. 

29. Wu, S. (2020, October). Symposium chair. Employing Mobile Health to 
Address Disparities in Diabetes Self-care among Middle-aged to Older 
Immigrants and Low-income Seniors in Affordable Housing. Symposiums at 
the American Public Health Association Annual Meeting & Expo, Virtual. 

30. Wu, S., Yu, K., & Chi, I. (2020, October). Assessing feasibility of implementing 
a type 2 diabetes mHealth program in affordable senior housing. American 
Public Health Association Annual Meeting & Expo, Virtual. 

31. Yu, K., Chi, I., & Wu, S. (2020, October). How does the environments in 
affordable senior housing influencing type 2 diabetes management? 
Perspectives from stakeholders. American Public Health Association Annual 
Meeting & Expo, Virtual. 
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32. Yu, K., Wu, S., Liu, R., & Chi, I. (2020, October). Mobile technology adoption 
for type 2 diabetes management among Chinese and Hispanic immigrants: A 
Qualitative Pilot Study. American Public Health Association Annual Meeting & 
Expo, Virtual. 

33. Liu, R., Wu, S., Yu, K., & Chi, I. (2020, October). Self-care experience among 
middle-aged to older Chinese and Hispanic immigrants with type 2 diabetes 
in Los Angeles. American Public Health Association Annual Meeting & Expo, 
Virtual. 

34. Yu, K., Wu, S., & Chi, I. (2020, October). Longitudinal assessment of geriatric 
conditions and loneliness. American Public Health Association Annual 
Meeting & Expo, Virtua  l. 


